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Coming Events 
Saturday 11th 
Aucgust 

9.15am to 3.30pm  

Workshop: International dances from Andre van de Plas 

at Danish House on the day of the Winter WarmUp – make a great day of 
it!  Andre van de Plas’ new repertoire will be flown out to us in time for a 
panel of our teachers to prepare a selection just for us! 

Saturday 11th 
Aucgust 

6:00pm onwards 

Winter WarmUp 

A non-stop extravaganza of beautiful performances, all-in revelling, and 
on-demand Danish food.  This year starring the amazing Croatian dancers 
& musicians, their director from “Lado” of Zagreb! 

Where: Danish House 6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose (off O’Rorke Rd) 

7th to 30th June: 
Sky City Theatre 

5th to 7th July: 
Bruce Mason 
Theatre 

A Shortcut To Happiness 

"There are shortcuts to happiness, and dancing is one of them" - Vicki 
Baum 

A comedy about the lives, loves and misadventures of a folk-dancing 
class, A Shortcut to Happiness has all the usual hall trademarks - shrewd 
observations, much mocking of Kiwis' curious customs, and of course, 
plenty of laughs! 

More coming events on page 23, and classes 22! 
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Folk Dance New Zea land ,  Inc .  
The objects of Folk dance New Zealand, Inc. 

a) To facilitate the networking of folk dancers 
and folk dance groups 

b) To raise the profile and enhance the image 
of folk dancing 

c) To encourage folk dancing in New Zealand 

d) To provide a national voice to promote the 
interests of folk dancers 

e) To provide and accredit folk dance teacher 
training 

f) To provide, or support the provision of, folk 
dance classes, workshops, seminars, 
performances, and courses 

g) To provide resources, or information on 
resources, that relate to folk dancing 

h) To support the use of live music for folk 
dance in New Zealand 

Contact Information 

President: Society Address: Auditor: Sue Watt, Wellington 

Kieron Horide-Hobley 
(see contact details for Editor) 
president .@ .folkdance.org.nz 

c/- Cleone Cawood 
16 Hunters Hill 
Havelock North 

“E-mail: some addresses are courtesy of 

employers – please be considerate in relation to 

frequency and size of attachments.  Thanks.” 

Secretary: Treasurer & Membership: Editor and Webmaster: 

Minutes: Fiona Murdoch, P.O.  
Box 528, Hamilton 3240, 
Ph: (07) 856-8324.  
fionamurdoch  .@  slingshot.co.nz 

Correspondence: 
Noelene Barr-Allwood 
secretary .@  folkdance.org.nz 

Committee: 

Michele Dickson 
3 Claire St, Ngaio, 
Wellington 6035 
Ph: (04) 972-2350 
treasurer .@ folkdance.org.nz 

Charities Commission 
registration number: 
CC20651 

Kieron Horide-Hobley 
27 Orchy Crescent, Island Bay, 
Wellington 6023 
Ph: (04) 972-4674, Mob: 
(021) 910-403  
editor .@ folkdance.org.nz 

See page 16 for advice to contributors. 

Volker Kuhlmann 
38 Maryhill Ave, Hoon Hay 
Christchurch 8025 
Ph: (03) 942-4218 
VolkerKuhlmann .@ gmx.de 

Antoinette Everts 
antoinett.everts .@ clear.net.nz 

Additional positions are available for 
those who’d like to support group 
leaders and dance teachers, and 
contribute to the success of Folk 
Dance New Zealand.   

Teacher Training Sub-committee:  Librarian: Archivist: 

Fiona Murdoch (convenor), Rae 
Storey (see details above) 

Rae joins committee ex-officio as 
immediate past president 

John Beavan 
15 Wyndrum Ave, Waterloo 
Lower Hutt 5011 
Ph: (04) 569-1618 
jbeavan @ ihug.co.nz 

Elaine Prakash 
7A Lindsay Street, Havelock North 
Hawke’s Bay 4130 
Ph: (06) 877-2277 
elaine.prakash  .@ .   gmail.com  

Periodicals are circulated to members.  To be on the list contact John.  Details on page 22. 

Welcome to new member:  
Irene Absalom (Christchurch) 

Changes of address: please e-mail 
treasurer @ folkdance.org.nz 

or write to 3 Claire St, Ngaio, Wellington 6004 

Join/cancel broadcast e-mails: fdnz-subscribe@ or 
fdnz-unsubscribe .@ folkdance.org.nz  

Website – members page: 
folkdance.org.nz / .  Members 

Folkdancers' Own is published twice a year.  Membership costs $25 (individuals) or 
$30 (groups).  Forms may be obtained from any of the people above, or via the link 
at folkdance.org.nz.  ©2012 Folk Dance NZ, Inc. 
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Subscriptions are due! Rates for the 2012/2013 year, commencing 1 January, 2012: 

Individuals   $25, reduced to $22 if paid by 30 June 

Groups   $30, reduced to $25 if paid by 30 June 

 

President ’s Let ter 
In my first year in the chair, I’ve both been exposed to some difficult 
realities and seen great possibilities.  Hopefully you’ll invite me to 
take this role for another year, so I can make something of those. 

A few realities: we’re in a rapidly diminishing organisation, with 
membership dropping drastically, heavy demands on people’s spare 
time, ageing elders with few stepping up, and alternative 
recreational dance options out there that are presented in ways far 
more attractive to those who might join the organisation and help 
solve those problems.  Most people visiting our website look at one 
page and leave. 

On the other hand, we work well together, have great wisdom, experience (and repertoire) 
among our people, and love having fun in a way that is all-inclusive and touches many levels in 
our beings.  Some of the intangibles we offer are very rare now-a-days. 

A twenty-something said to me the other day that she loved the idea of folk dancing, as it took 
her to a distant time when village life included moving together in dance and making music.  
The sheer numbers drawn to the Wellington Community Choir and its off-shoots, are another 
example where people are discovering less-formal ways of emoting and moving as one. 

The traditional music forms we dance to are but recent expressions of deeply ancient moving 
forces in our human nature.  This is what draws me back to folk dance, and I suspect it does so 
for others too. 

One shining light who was a true example to all of us sadly has left us, in the form of Marcia 
Trask.  She will be remembered for her ever-positive enthusiasm for and promotion of Israeli 
Dance.  The excitement and youthfulness that moved with her everywhere drew many in, and 
her legacy is seen in the numbers that continue to attend Machol Pacifica dance camps.  (Her 
daughter Yvonne reflects on her life starting on page 4.) 

While folk dance is easily sold as a fit-making social activity for mid-lifers onwards (this is the 
set-up Roger Hall chose for his play, A Shortcut To Happiness), I see an opportunity to promote 
folk dance as meeting untapped needs in younger people too.  Kate Grace pointed to the French 
revival in Folkdancers’ Own, May 2011 (Vol.16 No.1), and I am looking forward to her sessions at 
the National Camp this year. 

Like many others, my time is tight, but unless we touch into such needs in people, we will 
continue to become less relevant and lesser in strength and numbers.  So, while we have some 
important work we mustn’t let lag, I will be looking for support in making our offering known to 
a wider audience. 

Of the directions and initiatives I mentioned in my last President’s Letter, this is the current 
status: 

Keep the FDNZ National Camps going annually, with interesting and varied programmes. 

• Although we don’t have any offers for a camp next year, there are some intriguing 
opportunities for teachers to visit our shores.  

Keep supporting dance teachers and group leaders with targeted workshops, training and 
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networking opportunities. 

• The workshop planned for this year’s camp fell through for a range of reasons. We shall keep 
offering this, but it does require people to use training when offered. 

• The annual camp and tours by dance teachers are when our teachers pick up new repertoire 
and improve their skills. I’d like more ordinary members to support them by taking roles and 
jobs often left to group leaders. 

Join Dance Aotearoa NZ (DANZ), the Association of Dance Teachers (NZADT) and other 
aligned organisations to improve networking and collaboration opportunities. 

• Memberships in these are at individual level.  People who wish to network are encouraged to 
join these other organisations. 

Increase access to performance costumes, authentic original costumes and archival material 
for sale, hire, loan or viewing in collections. 

• Collections and Archives policies are currently works in progress, with key principles to be 
outlined to members in the forum on the Sunday leading up to this year’s AGM. 

• Excellent work by Rae Storey, Fiona Murdoch, Elaine Prakash, Gaby Johnston and Bronwen 
Arlington established those principles, addressing the following realities: 

o FDNZ as an entity does not have any physical capacity to store or curate items such 
as costumes, props, etc. 

o Reasonable costs associated with digital storage and archiving of music, documents, 
etc. are currently beyond existing revenue received by the organisation. 

• We can support those who do hold such collections by enabling people seeking them to find 
them. 

Some of the other initiatives mentioned last year have not been progressed. However, they’ve not 
been forgotten, as they fit into a bigger jig-saw that FDNZ has a genuine role in adding to in 
years to come. 

Kieron Horide-Hobley, President 

 

Marcia Trask 
12 November 1944 – 8 February 2012 

My name is Yvonne and I’m Marcia’s daughter. 

I thought I’d say something about Mum and her Israeli dancing, as 
it’s something we did together, though that wasn’t always the case. 

Mum started dancing in 1982, and like any self-respecting twelve 
year old, I was mortified to have a mother doing folk dance.  My 
sister Heather and I were dragged along to ‘family’ evenings with 
the dance group throughout our teenage years and cringed our way 
through them. 

She used to disappear off to dance workshops every year with her 
gang of dancing friends and come back with yet another T-shirt 

with something incomprehensible written on it. 

Some people thought it was a little odd for a Gentile to take up Israeli dance, though I’ve always 
loved the story of how it came about, so even if you’ve heard it before, I’m going to tell it again. 
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We had a boarder named Ali living with us in the early eighties who was a marine biologist.  
She was studying some type of algae and it turned out that there were a group of scientists in 
Israel who were studying the same thing. 

These Israelis invited Ali to come and work with them, so she starting taking Hebrew lessons at 
the Jewish Community Centre. 

It turned out that half of Ali’s Hebrew class was also taking classes in Israeli dance, so Ali went 
along one night and came home very sweaty and told us all that she hadn’t had so much fun in 
years.  She dragged Mum along to the next class and much to Mum’s delight, nothing was ever 
the same again. 

Within a year the dance teacher went home to Israel and Mum reluctantly agreed to keep the 
group going, but just until someone else came along.  For years she insisted she wasn’t a leader, 
she was a background person and was just holding the fort.  After about thirty years of leading 
the group, teaching several generations of kids how to dance and running innumerous 
performances and dance workshops she kind of had to abandon that stance, as it was starting 
to become a little obvious that she was wrong. 

It wasn’t until I was 21 that I was infected with the Israeli dance virus and I spent the next 
twenty years dancing next to Mum. 

Well, that’s not completely true, as we tended not to dance next to each other.  We both flailed 
our arms around a lot on the dance floor and have been known to injure each other or any 
poor fool who danced between us. 

Mum had very high standards for the dance group.  She insisted that the classes should always 
be free, so that nobody needed to miss out if they couldn’t afford to come.  She always made 
sure everyone was having fun and were looked after through 
rough times.  Mum was always happy at dancing and tended to 
laugh a lot, even during performances. 

She never believed she was a very good dancer, no matter how 
many times people told her she was.  Sash and I had our first tiff 
shortly after I met him when he told me that though he liked the 
way I danced, he liked the way Mum danced better. 

I remember her horror at a dance camp we went to in England 
when four of the world’s top dance teachers were congregated in 
one corner of the hall and she refused to dance past them in case 
she made a mistake, so she would dance all the way down the 
hall, sneak out one door, then run around outside the building and 
pop back in at another door so the teachers never saw her dance. 

She loved getting us ready for performances, planning costumes 
and choreographing dances so we actually faced the audience 
sometimes. 

She always made sure everyone felt included though for some 
reason something always went wrong.  She used to laugh ‘till she 
cried over the time Don’s trousers fell off during a performance or 
the time she got the timing wrong and did a big ‘ta-da!’ ending all 
on her own. 

Mum loved getting to know people in the Jewish community.  After 
an upbringing by a pair of self-deprecating English parents I think 
she found the strength of the Jewish women she befriended quite 
liberating.  She changed a lot during those early years, beginning 
to stand up for what she believed in and learning to have faith in Marcia dancing Musika
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herself.  I’ll always be grateful to the Jewish community for showing her those attributes. 

Mum had a hard time saying “No” when people asked her to do things, which actually meant 
that she tried things, and had the dance group do things, that we might not otherwise have had 
the opportunity to have done.  She had us performing in festivals, both within the Jewish 
community and throughout the city, we washed dishes, only occasionally breaking them, at 
Pesach most years and when it was decided that Wellington needed a ‘Friends of Israel 
Association’, guess who magically ended up running it!. 

Helping out at Pesach, or Passover, was one of our favourite activities for the year, as we always 
got to eat some of the leftovers and we had so much fun.  My favourite was the time one of our 
volunteers lost his kippar at some point of the evening and we finally found it bobbing around 
in the huge pot of chicken soup. 

Mum loved to travel and danced her way around England, Israel, the States and Germany, 
making friends at every stop, as she did everywhere she went. 

She has so many friends scattered all across Israel that we always had a place to stay wherever 
we went.  She loved watching the sunset in Ein Gedi, dancing on Ha Tayelet and, of course, 
shopping in Tel Aviv. 

There are so many stories from those trips, from being caught in a human traffic jam on the Via 
Dolorosa, a bomb scare in Haifa bus station, catching the wrong train to Netanya because our 
Hebrew was so shifty.  So many memories that I’ll continue to tell people about, no matter how 
bored they become. 

Mum taught dancing at Moriah Kindergarten every week for I don’t know how many years.  My 
children and my sister’s spent every Tuesday morning throughout their preschool years dancing 
alongside  Mum at Moriah and Mum was mortified to meet someone a year or so ago who was 
very much an adult and who claimed she had taught him to dance at Moriah Kindy.  She also 
sometimes taught dancing at Moriah school and at Habonim, B’Nei Akiva and Beit Midrash. 

On the day before we lost her, Mum was mostly sleeping, reacting only very rarely to the things 
happening around her.  Rabbi Cohen from Temple Sinai came to visit her that day and when he 
told her the children sent their love she made a happy sound.  She always felt it was so 
important that the children had the chance to learn the dances that are such a wonderful 
celebration of their heritage. 

Mum loved every minute of her time being connected with the Community, whether it was 
through dancing, helping to organise events, performing or generally being a part of something 
that was so very precious to her. 

Over the last few days I’ve been inundated with messages from people associated with the 
Jewish community and the Israeli dance community, saying how much she inspired them with 
her teaching, her optimism, her hard work and her utter enjoyment of life. 

I’ve even heard that so many people in the Jewish community are having trees planted in her 
name in Israel, pretty soon there’ll be a ‘Marcia Forest’ somewhere in the desert.  She would have 
loved that. 

Mum loved her life, making the absolute best of the bad times and absolutely relishing the 
good.  She was a dancer, a horse lover, a roller coaster junkie, an avid traveller, a superb friend 
and a mother and grandmother that just constantly blew us all away with her generosity and 
kindness. 

She will always be with us. 

Yvonne Trask 
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Danses Popula ires 
França ise – in 

Hami l ton 
Dance Folkus hosted a pleasurable day 
of French dance, with the added 
delight of an evening Bal, on Saturday 
24 March in St Stephen's Hall, 
Hamilton. 

Kate Grace visiting from Dunedin was 
the guest tutor, her lovely, informal 
style making the two dance sessions 
enjoyable and relaxing.  In the 
morning we mastered Gavotte de 
l'Aven, Chapelloise, Mazurka and 
Basse Danse - a satisfying mixture of 
social, contemporary and mediaeval 
dance.  The 1844 Polka and bourrées 
were taught after the lunch break.  The 
treat of the afternoon was dancing 

accompanied by singers.  The beautiful 
voices of those who opted to sing added 
a wonderful new dimension to the 
dances. 

Besides leading the dance workshops, 
Kate held two sessions for musicians, 
developing repertoire and technique for 
dance-related music.  The resulting 
“band” of at least twelve musicians were 
the stars of Le Petit Bal, playing with 
verve and enthusiasm almost non-stop the entire evening.  There were pipers too from Bagad in 
Auckland, and Adeline taught some Breton dances as well as playing the Breton bagpipes.  
Dance Folkus created a most convivial atmosphere : simple colourful decorations, café style 
seating, French fare at supper time.  Another excellent dance occasion!  Thank you Kate, Fiona, 
Dance Folkus, Alliance Française Hamilton, musicians and dance friends. 

Gabrielle Johnston, 
 Tauranga 

 

Videos Of Pamela ’s Workshop 
We were lucky enough to have Pamela visit us on 11 March.  The three hour workshop was well 
attended and we learned three new dances. 

I've put videos of those dances onto the Machol Pacifica blog so that everyone can enjoy them.  
Go to: 

http://macholpacifica.blogspot.co.nz/ 

Jennifer Gottschalk 
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Dance-O-Mat  
by Irene Absalom, Christchurch. 

Balmy autumn day, ‘bomb’ site, music, dance floor and eager feet. 
What more could a bunch of enthusiastic Farandol dancers want? 
Well, a washing machine of course! 

Welcome to Dance-O-Mat, a Christchurch Gap Filler outdoor 
initiative to liven up the city’s demolition deserts.  For $2 slid into the 
ex-laundromat machine’s slot, 30 minutes of power runs an ipod. 
Lighting and a mirror ball add to the mood for night-time sessions 
but we didn’t 
need these on 

our gloriously warm April afternoon. 

Skateboarders and passing photo-
snapping tourists looked on in curiosity as 
we flitted through an hour of delightful 
dances and frivolity, accompanied by the 
occasional toot from passing drivers. The 
location wasn’t exactly a mountain pasture 

or village square, but this is definitely the 
way to go! It was such fun that we are 
doing it all again soon.  Earthquake blues? 
Not this month, anyway. 

Dancers: Katy Sinton, Judy Shillito, Jim 
Lovell-Smith, Valerie Wycoff, Robyn Holmes, 
Clare Simpson, Sue Knight,  Irene Absalom, 
Gillian Blackmore. (Tony Devenish also 
danced but is not pictured.) 

   

Pol ish Ensemble Visi ts New Zea land 
Jedliniok Visits Our Place  

News came during December that a Polish Folk Dance Group from Wroclaw Poland would be 
arriving before the end of the month for a brief tour.  The local associations had arranged for 
some members of the ensemble Jedliniok to give concerts and workshops in Auckland and 
Wellington, before joining the rest of the group in Australia. 

On 6th and 9th January they gave short concerts at Te Papa, and entertained the Polish 
Association members on Saturday, 7 January with a “Colours of Poland” concert at Polish House 
in Newtown, attended by the Polish ambassador, Beate Stoczyńska.  Their visit also included 
exclusive workshops with Polish dance groups and an open workshop focusing on style and 
technique.  

TONY DEVENISH 

IRENE ABSALOM 

IRENE ABSALOM
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Elaine Prakash 
captured these 
photos of Jedliniok 
at Te Papa on 
6th January, showing 
their fabulous 
costumes and 
graceful poise. 

Kieron 

Surprises In Auckland 

On 2nd January, Jedliniok gave not only a richly 
costumed performance full of personality to a packed 
Polish House, but an obviously nostalgic sing-a-long 
item at the end, followed by a clever workshop.  We 
practised moves and footwork in a circle as 
individuals, then paired up for short routines done 
briefly so that we got the feel of how those were used 
in a dance sequence.  Very satisfying! 

Visit their website 
jedliniok.up.wroc.pl, and 
see them at 
youtube.com/user/Jedlinio
kWroc. 

Photos and article by Rae 
Storey, previous page and 
this page: “This is exactly as 
it appears, a single move.  
With the Pope watching!” 

Rae Storey 
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Lead-up to Po l ish Fest iva l  2012 
During the past several months, Wellington has been treated to a 
feast of Polish food, culture and music.   

Late last year, Lublin was joined in a performance at Te Papa by the 
Obertas group visiting from Brisbane, and Wellington’s group for 
younger dancers, the Orlęta Ensemble.  The visit included workshops 
and events at 
Polish House in 
Wellington. 

At Te Papa I had 
the privilege of being seated beside her 
Excellency, Beate Stoczyńska.  While 
discussing the performance as it unfolded, 
she was able to speak from personal 

experience of regional geography and conditions, 
and their relationship to costume design.  She also 
mentioned Polish government support for folk arts, 
which sounded quite extensive. 

This series of events was capped with the 
annual Polish Festival, this time in the side-
by-side Horticultural Hall and Lower Hutt 
Town Hall.  While an audience easily 
exceeding 150 watched dance and music performances after an address by Ms. Stoczyńska, the 
other hall thronged with people buying food and hand-crafts. 

There I also was able to talk shop with Hayley Childs, a young photographer looking to make a 
career, whose work accompanies this article.  Do visit her website for many more photos of the 
Polish Festivals in 2011 and 2012, at hayleychilds.com . 

During this time, I became better acquainted with Leszek Lendal, the leader of the excellent 
Lublin performance group, and made contact with others teaching folk dancing in the region, 
who I’d not known about before that. 

Leszek is in the middle of organising yet more events.  We look forward to hearing his news!  

Kieron 

 

hayleychilds.com
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The Sound Man 
by Kate Grace, Dunedin 

When I first arrived in New Zealand 17 years ago, my 
plan was to have nothing to do with administrative jobs.  
I had done my part as a civil servant 
in France and was looking forward to 

getting away from a life of paperwork.  I was into West African music and 
dance at the time, so I followed that path.  I just wanted to get people 
together and share the passion I have for traditional dance.   

I wanted to dance.   

I soon realised that the work needed to achieve my goal would have to go much further than 
being able to move adequately and to choose a day for my dance class.  The work needed 
included being a financial planner, a graphic designer, a cheerful publicist and an event 
organiser.  In the fifteen years I spent getting deeper understanding and knowledge of African 
dance, I also had to study marketing, to become skilled at putting together funding applications 
and at running events. 

Maybe the nightmares of administrative 
tasks is the necessary evil that goes 
hand-to-hand in a life with a big Arts-
component. I am not sure.  What I know 
is that organisers can burn out as a 
result of this balancing act. They should 
never reach the point where their task is 
to simply put together a complete 
package for others to enjoy.  After all 
their main reason for doing it is the 
passion they have for dance, not for 
paperwork, catering, film-making or door 
muscle. 

I was recently invited by Fiona Murdoch 
from Dance Folkus in Hamilton for a 
week-end of French music and dance.  
It was thoroughly enjoyable for all 
participants including myself.   

I know all the headaches involved in 
putting together such an event and 
I am very grateful for the work done by 
Fiona, Cashy, Kieron and all the others 
who generously give time, money and 
energy for us to simply dance.  Let’s 
make sure they dance as well. 

As a musician, I am always aware of the 
sound man.   

If it was not for him, not many of us 
could hear the music. 

Thank you. 

DANCE FOLKUS 2012 

Dances from other countries 

Get fit – have fun! 

 

Dance Folkus (Waikato’s historical and 
traditional ‘World of Dance’ group) is back 
with four 6-week themed courses (see 
over). Two courses held each semester. All 
welcome. Classes are held: 

All dances are taught step by step by 
an experienced and certificated dance tutor. 

No partner needed. 

   

A CD of the dance music is provided as 
part of the full course fee. At the end of each 
course you will have new skills, new friends, 
improved fitness, and a passport to ‘virtual’ 
world travel through dance.  

• Revise dances at Request Nights 
• Party Nights  - Bring your friends  
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Open let ter to fo lk dance and rena issance / 
medieval  music ians in the Waikato 

Dance Folkus, Waikato’s traditional world dance and historical dance group, presents regular 
recreational dance courses for adults. I am keen to promote and provide opportunities for 
musicians and dancers to collaborate together. One can dance without music, and make music 
without dancing, but to combine the music with the dance creates a vibrant energy that 
resonates within both the dancer and the musician. 

For those with an interest in playing for historical or folk dance, Dance Folkus invites you to be 
part of these collaborations, working together to make wonderful things happen. Often a dance 
requires a specific piece of music, but sometimes a style of music is all that is needed. Below are 
some opportunities of interest: 

The New World 

This course will focus on those dances of the ‘old’ world including the Celtic and ‘romance’ 
countries that morphed their way into the culture of countries such as Canada, USA, Australia, 
NZ, Israel, South America etc giving rise to some fantastic melodies in French Canadian, Cape 
Breton, contra dance, Bush Dance, Cajun, Tango and samba styles etc 

Celtic Dance Club 

I’m bringing back four nights this year with a focus on fun Celtic Ceilidh dances (of all genres) 
and hoping we can have live music for all or part of the evening – there will be a mix of styles 
played each evening. 

Medieval and Renaissance Dances 

There are some bands that specialise in this form of music, but the ones I know of are based in 
Auckland. I’m looking for local musicians with an interest in these musical genres 

Balkan Beat 

Music from Greece, Turkey, Macedonia, Bulgaria, Serbia and Albania – looking for anyone with 
an interest in these styles 

Eurogypsy 

Anything goes when dancing across the musical borders of Europe 

So if you play fiddle, keyboard, flute, harp, piano accordion, melodeon, whistle, double bass, 
percussion .… and are looking for opportunity rather than remuneration, come play along with 
Dance Folkus. I am happy to start very low-key and if someone only wants to learn one tune for 
one dance at required tempo and play along at one class, that would still be fantastic.  

Contact Fiona Murdoch on the email address above or 07 856 8324. 

DANCE FOLKUS 2012     dancefolkus@slingshot.co.nz 

Byzant ine Dance Website 
A period of ten centuries has been totally unknown to dance scholars: the Byzantine Empire. 
Now a website presents the outcome of a pioneering research. 

Byzantine dance pandect: https://sites.google.com/site/byzantinedance/  
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DANZ Educat ion Resources 
DANZ is no longer selling education resources for dance due to the complexities of the current 
market. 

However, we still want to support you in your important work. If you are a school teacher looking 
for dance resources to support curriculum work DANZ now has a list of teaching resources, and 
suppliers, on the DANZ website.  

Go to: www.danz.org.nz/education_resources.php 

If there are other New Zealand resources you are using, that you think we should add to this list, 
please let us know. 

Elizabeth Isaacs, Communications and Projects Coordinator 

04 802 0536  -  elizabeth@danz.org.nz  -  www.danz.org.nz 

 

Get L is ted ! 
On taking a look around I find that IFD 
folk dance classes aren’t coming up on 
websites where people are likely to look.  
People no longer use the local newspaper, 
libraries or CABs in quite the same 
numbers.  A listing at folkdance.org.nz 
doesn’t attract much traffic, so you need to 
do more to promote your group than leave 
it to us.   

Please consider listing your class: 

danz.org.nz – events diary listings are 
free, and are easily submitted. 

cid-portal.org – searches on New 
Zealand place names or “folk new 
zealand” barely returned any results. 

eventfinder.co.nz – this is syndicated to 
a number of other agencies and sites. 

www.dancefinder.co.nz – will list your 
class or event for an annual fee. 

 

Dancing On The Water 
meldancing@aol.com 

July 1-12, 2012: Vienna to Bucharest – with Lee Otterholt 

Sail from Vienna to Bucharest and visit 7 countries - Beginning price US$2799 per person 

SOCIETY OF FOLK DANCE HISTORIANS 

transforming information into movement 

since 1987 

Archiving and disseminating the history 

and practice of international folk dancing 

Publishing each year (free to members): 

Folk Dance Phone Book & Group Directory 

Folk Dance Problem Solver  

Report to Members 

Contact us: 

SFDH 

2100 Rio Grande St 

Austin  TX 78705 
sofdh@yahoo.com 

SFDH.org  
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September 5-19, 2013: India 

I have scheduled 14 day one week land tour and one week on a 12 cabin river boat visit in 
India. I have a long visit of potential participants and will in a week be sending out details to 
them and taking sign-ups. Let me know if you want more details about this popular trip and if 
you want me to add your name to that mailing. 

 

Kopr ivsht i tsa Fo lk Fest iva l   
Maybe there are people in NZ who would be interested in this. Alastair and I went to 
Koprivshtitsa in the early 1990s, and it was a wonderful experience. (It was also a trip organised 
by the British Bulgarian Friendship Soc.) The Plovdiv Folk Seminar should be fantastic.  If only we 
could go! 

Katy 

For information from the British Bulgarian Friendship Society about the tours to see the 
Koprivshtitsa Folk Festival in Bulgaria, together with a few photos from the previous festival in 
2005, see 

www.folkseminarplovdiv.net 

You can either go just for the festival or you can stay on for another week to attend the Folk 
Seminar in Plovdiv, or join a sight-seeing trip. At the Plovdiv seminar there will be village 
instructors from the six  major folklore regions of Bulgaria.  In addition to the dance classes 
there are instrument classes, singing classes and language classes.  It promises to be a 
wonderful event that can only be experienced in Bulgaria! 

 

Costumes For Hire 
FDNZ Costume Bank - folkdance.org.nz  /  members  /  costumebank 

 

Some lovely costumes were donated to the FDNZ costume bank by the Ruritanian Society in 
Auckland.  Many of them were designed by Mufridah Ulmansky and sewn by Dot Otto and 
Carolyn Robinson. 
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They are available to members, with the following conditions: 

• Borrowers will be responsible for timely return of item(s) in good condition. 

• A bond will be charged of up to $100 (depending on the quality and number of the items 
borrowed), to be reimbursed on return of the items in the same condition as when lent. 

• Safe transport in both directions, and the costs involved, will be the responsibility of the 
borrower. 

• A modest contribution to the costs of upkeep may be asked as a charge for borrowing, and 
this will be quoted when a request is made to borrow. 

• Costumes will be available to members only. 

Go to the website address above for photos, descriptions and how to order.  The address is not 
accessible otherwise via the website.  See also costumes for sale or hire on page 26. 

 

Publ icat ions Avai lab le to FDNZ Members 
via the FDNZ Round-Robin 

The FDNZ Library currently receives four categories of material that are distributed to members by a 
round-robin system.  For the latest listing (not available on main website) go to: 

folkdance.org.nzm/mmembersm/ 

You can join any or all of the four categories below by contacting the librarian, John Beavan 
(jbeavan @ ihug.co.nz — see p.1 for postal address).  The only rule is that you must pass the material on 
to the next person on the round-robin list within 7 days of when you receive it.  The material is 
distributed in A4 envelopes, so postage is $1.50. 

1.  Folk Dance Australia 

Footnotes newsletter (bi-monthly).  This includes a list of some events and festivals around the world.  
Available via e-mail. 

2.  Society of Folk Dance Historians (USA)  

• Report to Members (quarterly) 

• Directory (annual) 

• Folk Dance Problem Solvers (annual) 

• Indices of Problem Solvers are reproduced at 
folkdance.org.nz/articles/SoFDH_cumul_index.pdf  

The Folk Dance Problem Solvers (or limited copies of content) are available to members independently of 
the round-robin (contact John).  See the index at the link above, or contact John.  Please do not copy 
small portions out of context or without proper attribution, and please do not copy large portions without 
permission. 

From Rae: Ron Houston does an awe-inspiring job with the Problem-Solver, collecting, ordering and 
presenting in digestible form an enormous amount of fascinating information, some of it really 
illuminating.  Although this is necessarily Wikipedia rather than Encyclopaedia in completeness, 
correctness and perspective, Ron is a good scholar, and he gives all the information he has, not choosing 
just some or summarising for the sake of saving space. 

3.  National Folk Organisation (USA) 4.  NZ Association of Dance Teachers 

• Newsletter (quarterly) • Tidings (bi-monthly) 

• Directory (annual) • Directory (annual) 

 • Dance Diary (bi-monthly) 
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Other publications you can sign up for on-line 

We are no longer distributing material from DANZ in the FDNZ round-robin.  This is because all the 
DANZ material we used to receive is now freely available on the web.  You can access the DANZ diary, 
updated monthly, at: 

www.danz.org.nz/diary.php 

You can also receive a monthly email “alert” from DANZ that highlights items in the DANZ Diary, as well 
as giving some other news.  Sign up for this email alert yourself, by going to the DANZ website. 
 

 

Editor’s Advice to Contributors 

See page 1 for the Editor’s address.  Submissions may be:  
hand-written, typed, disk, CD-ROM, DVD, e-mail in-line or attachment 
formats: MS Word (preferred, but see notes), RTF, PDF, plain text 

It is the responsibility of contributors to seek permission from any sources where copyright might be an 
issue, and give appropriate attributions and acknowledgement.  Permission to use images should be 
sought, as should permission for people’s photos to be used – this publication is available on-line, and 
not everyone wants to appear on the internet. 

Please enclose a post-paid self-addressed envelope if you want materials returned to you. 

Electronic formats: please do not do any formatting, selecting of fonts, indenting, margins, nice layouts, 
etc.  – except where you specifically want it formatted (bold, italics, bullets, Heading styles).  Email 
photographs as separate attachments or send a CD (see below for guidelines).  Many file formats are 
acceptable, but less work is required if in Microsoft Word.  Set spell checking so “color” becomes “colour” 
and “organise” becomes “organise” – if you’re using Microsoft Word, select the whole lot, then set 
Language to “English (UK)” or “English (NZ)” — or the language in use where not English. 

Images are preferred in compressed formats.  Please don’t send by e-mail bitmaps (BMP format) or TIFF, 
the default on many scanners – deliver these on a CD-ROM if you have no other way of sending them. 

For photographs, JPEG (or JPG) format scanned at around 400dpi to 1200dpi is recommended in order to 
keep file sizes low while retaining sufficient quality for publication.  As a guide, for a photo, file sizes in 
the range 400k to 1500k give reasonable quality for publication.  If photos are particularly grainy, scan 
pixel size should be significantly smaller than grain size. 

For text and line art with few colours and no gradients, GIF or PNG formats are strongly recommended. 

If sending printed material, e.g.  hard copy of typed articles, this will be scanned using optical character 
recognition software.  Requirements: 

• At least 12-point font Times or Courier, with margins at least 20mm on all sides (this does not 
apply to email attachments – see electronic formats above instead). 

• Line spacing double if possible. 

• Paragraph breaks clearly identified with an extra carriage return (Enter key). 

Hand-written articles should be legible and submitted well before publication, to allow for typing and 
proofreading. 

If editorial modifications are made, whenever possible the editor will make copy available to contributors 
for checking before publication. 

I receive notification of hundreds of events each year.  International events listed in Folkdancers’ Own 
were suggested by New Zealanders as being of possible interest to other New Zealanders.  If you know 
of a good event, don’t just send me their events notices – please also tell me why you’re sending it or 
I won’t list it.  – Ed. 
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Go Dancing ! C lasses and Group Contacts  
This information has been reproduced from the FDNZ Folk Dance Directory at folkdance.org.nz , 
which is updated regularly.  If it contains errors please let the editor know (see page 1 for 
contact details). 

Dunedin 
“Les Belles 
Vilaines”: French 
dancing and beyond 

Surviving and Thriving 

When: Thursdays 6:30pm 
– 8:00pm: French dancing 

Where (N.B.  changed venue!): Nga Maara 
Hall, 63 North Road, Dunedin (Sacred Heart 
school hall) – across the road Dunedin 
North Intermediate. 

This is the perfect class for those who want 
to explore the old world through music, 
culture and dance.  Some of the dances 
taught in this class are very old and their 
origins can be traced back to medieval 
times.  These dances have survived the test 
of time; they still thrive nowadays in France 
and the rest of Europe. 

Come and explore the way we relate to each 
other through mazurkas, gavottes, 
asymmetrical waltzes, polkas, bourrées, 
bransles or rondeaux. 

No partner, no experience and no wooden 
clogs needed.  Koha. 

Info at “Les Belles Vilaines” website: 
frenchdancing.co.nz 

Balkan Dances 
When: Mondays 6:30pm to 7:30pm 

Where: Nga Maara Hall, 63 North Road, 
Dunedin (Sacred Heart school hall) – across 
the road Dunedin North Intermediate. 

An introduction to simple dances from the 
Balkans (Romania, Bulgaria...).  No partner 
needed.  Comfortable clothes and shoes.  
Beginners most welcome – casual 
atmosphere.  Koha. 

‘Surviving and Thriving’ and Balkan Dances 
tutor: Kate Grace – Kate is French, arriving 
in Dunedin in 1995.  She recently went back 
to France for a 3-year stay where she 
attended many workshops and festivals of 
traditional music and dance. 

Contact: ph: (03)473-6488, 
Mob: 027 26 399 39, 
email: kategrace  @  clear.net.nz 

 
www.songbong.co.nz 
drums @ songbong.co.nz 

African Dance 
Forget about regular aerobic classes, gym 
memberships or exercise balls.  If you are in 
the know, then the way to get fit and have 
fun at the same time is to try African dance! 

The dances taught are from West Africa: 
Guinea, Mali, Ghana, Senegal and other 
countries.  Dances used in their context for 
celebrations or special events.  No 
experience required.  Comfortable clothing 
(bare feet or light shoes) 

Powerful live drumming!  – Kate and David 
Grace – Monthly African dance week-end 
workshops with Ra McRostie.  Go to the 
SongBong website for details: 
www.songbong.co.nz – or contact (03)473-
6488 or Mob: 027 26 399 39 

Folk Dancing for Fun 
Meets socially on Friday mornings 10:00am-
11:30am, all welcome.  Cost: $3.00 

Where: Baptist Church Hall 170 North Road, 
North East Valley, Dunedin 

Contact: Phone Yvonne Reid, (03)455-2406, 
Email: stureid1  .@  yahoo.co.nz 

Subscribe to regional and national e-mail lists – danz.org.nz/nzdancenews.php  
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Dunedin Contradance Group 

Dunedin Contradance Group (American folk 
dance) meets every Monday (except long 
weekends) at 7.30pm in the North East 
Valley Baptist Church Hall, North Rd, North 
East Valley.  All welcome.  Contact 
Bernadette Moroney, (03) 477-1623, e-mail: 
bberry  @  xtra.co.nz. 

 

Irish Beat Dance School under the direction 
of Kathryn Olcott.  Classes for ages 5 to 
adult in traditional Irish Step and Set 
Dancing- reels, jigs and ceili dances. 

Daily classes in an environment where 
students are encouraged, challenged and 
motivated to excel while developing an 
appreciation of Irish dancing, culture and 
heritage in an atmosphere that is relaxed, 
supportive and fun. 

Dancing in the spirit of community 
fellowship is of utmost importance and the 
Irish BeatMaster performance groups are 
known for upbeat performances allowing 
dancers to use their creativity and skills to 
the level that suits their ability and 
compliments fellow classmates. 

Studio: King Edward Court, Room 214, Stuart 
Street, Dunedin.  027 572-8311 

Contact: Kathryn Olcott (03) 472-8311, e-
mail: irishbeatdance  @  gmail.com 

 

 Christchurch 
International Folkdance 

The Farandol Folkdancers do dances from 
a variety of countries but specialise in those 
from the Balkan region.  They meet 7:30pm 
until 9:30pm Fridays (except public 
holidays).  First visit free, thereafter $2.00.  
Location (provisional)*: Somerfield 
Community Centre, 27 Studholme Street, 
Christchurch 

* NOTE: Anyone coming to Farandol for the 

first time or visiting should check where we 
are meeting in case these plans have 
changed. 

First evening for 2012: Friday 3 February 
(low-key start because it is a holiday 
weekend) 

Phone Katy and Alastair Sinton (03) 357-
9322.  Website: farandol.folkdance.org.nz 
E-mail: Farandol  @  GMX.net. 

Morris Dancing 

Nor’ West Arch Morris — contact Anne and 
Rhys on (03)960-2656, or e-mail: 
anneandrhys  @  .clear.net.nz.  See their 
website: www.freewebs.com/norwesta 

Contra Dance (American folk dance) 

Held first Saturday of each month.  All 
welcome. 

7:00pm - Learners workshop. 
7:30 pm onwards - social dancing and 
fun 

No Experience Needed!  No Partners 
Needed! 

All Dances Taught!  Easy and Lots of Fun! 

Cost: Only $5 (interested in playing music or 
calling - get in free!)  Please bring a supper 
plate to share. 

Where: Addington School Hall (Simeon St.  
and Brougham Rd.  - enter off Simeon St.) 

Contact: Bill Baritompa, (03)328-8985, 
e-mail: bill.baritompa  .@  gmail.com 

Go to contra.baritompa.com for more 
about the dances and other events. 

 

Wellington 
International Dancing Group 

The WIDG meets Wednesdays, 7:30 - 9:15 
pm, at the Tarrant Dance Studio, 1st Floor, 
125 Cuba Street, Wellington (near the top 
end of the mall). 

Greek, Turkish, Israeli, Romanian, Bulgarian, 
Mexican and many other folk dances are 
performed with lots of laughter and energy.  

Pacific Dance New Zealand directory: pacificdance.co.nz 
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Dances are taught most weeks by Cashy 
Yates, or led by other experienced members 
of the group.  Newcomers are very welcome 
and will be able to join in most dances.  
Partners are not required.  Wear casual, 
light-weight clothes and comfortable shoes 
(no high heels) suitable for quick, vigorous 
movement. 

Term 3: 6 June-18 July 
Term 4: 25 July-5 Sept 
Term 5: 12 Sept-24 Oct 
Term 6: 31 Oct-12 Dec (Revision) 

Phone contact: John (04)569-1618.  Tutor: 
Cashy; group contact: Sonia Petrie 
o3sonde  @  yahoo.co.nz. 

Cost per 10-week term is $60 waged, $40 
unwaged, or $8 per class for waged and $5 
per class for unwaged. 

Other Dance Communities in 
Wellington 

Israeli: groups meet Mondays.  Go to the 
groups page at macholpacifica.org.nz 

Contra dancing – for 2012 calendar watch 
mlsavage0.tripod.com/contra/ See notice 
on page 24 – or contact: Mark at 
(04) 299-1136 for additional details if 
needed, e-mail: mlsavage  @  paradise.net.nz. 

Greek: Wellington Hellenic Dancers — 
contact Joanna Matsis (04)388-4559 or 
(025)884-557, 
E-mail: Joanna_ms  @  hotmail.com. 

Irish: Wellington Irish Society — contact Sue 
Ikin (04)478-4160, E-mail: s.ikin  @  clear.net.nz 

Polish: The Lublin Dance Company, 
manager: Leszek Lendnal.  Postal Address: 
26 Domanski Crescent, Island Bay, 
Wellington 6023.  Phone: (04)494-2504 or 
(021)383 958  E-mail:  
leszek.lendnal @ gmail.com 

Scottish: see the Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society website: 
rscds.wellington.net.nz 

Wellington Folk Club — Contact Ruth Birnie 
(04)232-2346, 
E-mail: ruth.birnie  ,@  paradise.net.nz, 
Website: www.acousticroutes.org.nz 

 

Palmerston North 
The Hellenic Folk-Dancers (in recess) contact 
Gina Salapata (06)356-9099 ext.  7273 (day) 
359-1157 (after hours), 
G.Salapata  ,@  massey.ac.nz. 

 

New Plymouth 
Troika International dance group meets to 
practice for performances, and runs 
beginners’ classes from time to time.  
Contact Leonard or Corry Krook 
(06)753-3675.  
E-mail: krookodile  @ ,  clear.net.nz 

 

Hawke’s Bay 
International Folk Dance 

Thursday sessions 7:15pm–9:00pm at the 
Briar Horrocks studio, Murdoch Road, Akina, 
Hastings.  Cost: $3 per session.  Tutors: 

• Cleone Cawood, ph.+64(6)877-5060, e-
mail: ccawood  @  xtra.co.nz 

• Elaine Prakash, ph.  +64(6)877-2277, e-
mail: elaineprakash  @  slingshot.co.nz 

Learn the latest popular dances from Israel 
and traditional dances from North America, 
Russia, UK, Europe, Asia, the Balkans and 
the Middle East. 

International and Israeli dancing 

Wednesday Mornings: Ma Navu group, 
10am–noon, St Columba’s Hall, Havelock 
North. 

Monday Evenings: Simchat Rikudam 
7:00pm–10:00pm, Pakowhai Hall, opposite 
the Pakowhai Store. 

Contact: Joanne Perry, ph: (06)878-8870, 
randjperry .   @  vodafone.co.nz 

Circle Dancing 

1st Wednesday of the month from February 
to November at St Francis Church, Beach Rd, 
Haumoana, Hawkes Bay, from 7.30 to 
9.00p.m. Cost is a gold coin. 

Contact: Margaret Gwynn, ph. 06-835-2122 
email gwynn .@ paradise.net.nz 

Circle dancing is a simple form of dance 
using a small sequence of steps repeated 
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many times. It draws on folk dances and 
modern dances created to classical music. 
Dances can be energetic or meditative. No 
partner is needed. 

 

Tauranga 
“Athena” Greek Dance, Gate Pa School Hall, 
900 Cameron Road, Tauranga.  Contact: 
Gabrielle Johnston gabemail .@ hotmail.com, 
ph. (07)543-3229, for more detail. 

Tauranga Israeli Group meets Tuesdays 
7:00pm - 9:30pm in the Gate Pa School Hall, 
900 Cameron Road, Tauranga.  Contact 
Maria Berben, ph.  (07) 544-1680, email: 
windrush  .@  xtra.co.nz. 

 

Hamilton 
“Dance Folkus” — International Folk Dance 
classes and Folk Dance Parties (see page 
23).  Meets Thursday evenings, 7:30pm in St.  
Stephen's Hall, 2 Mahoe Street, Melville, 
Hamilton.  Tutor: Fiona Murdoch, e-mail: 
dancefolkus  @ .  slingshot.co.nz or ph: 
(07)856 8324 for course details. 

Visitors welcome by arrangement 

Hamilton Israeli Dance Group — meets 
Mondays and Thursdays, 7:30 — 9:30pm.  
Tutor: Raymond Matson Ph: (07)855-7829. 

6 week COURSES  DATES 

Medieval to Renaissance 

Dances from the Crusades to 

the Elizabethan Court; from 

the joust to Shakespeare - 

and anytime in between  

Thursdays... 
25 Oct  

to 29 Nov 

DANCE WORKSHOPS DATES 

Dances from Chile and 

Spain with Ana Maria De 

Vos from Auckland 

July Date 
TBC 

International Dances 

Presenter(s) to be confirmed 
October TBC 

DANCE PARTIES  DATES 

World Dance Journey Thurs 13 Sep 

Medieval Renaissance ‘Xmas’ 

Feast 
Sat 1 Dec 

REQUEST NIGHTS DATES 

Review those dances you 

enjoyed during a themed 

course; casual attendance – 

pay as you go 

Thursdays� 

June 14, 21, 
28 

July 5, 12 

 Oct 11, 18 

CELTIC DANCE CLUB - 

CDC 
DATES 

Popular social ‘Ceilidh’ 

dances from the Celtic 

countries with guest callers 

and musicians  

Thurs 7 June  

Thurs 19 
July 

Thurs 4 Oct  

Fee schedule & details - 

contact 
Phone  

dancefolkus@slingshot.co.nz 

Note: Program subject to 
availability 

07 8568324 

Dance Folkus on Holiday 
Sept 20, 27  

Dec 6, 13, 20  

 

Whangarei 
International folk dancing with Global 

Dance Whangarei, 7.30pm - 9.30pm every 
Monday evening, with dances from: Israel, 
Bulgaria, Romania, Greece, Former 
Yugoslavia (Macedonia, Serbian) – St James 
hall, Onerahi, Whangarei.  The cost is $4 per 
evening.  Tea/coffee provided.  Contact: 
Elizabeth Staats, ph.  (09) 436-0819, e-mail: 
ingostaats  @  clear.net.nz. 

 
Ruritanian International Folk Dance Club – Auckland 
This Club holds dance parties and workshops, approximately one event per month, between 
February and November.  For information: 
• See the quarterly “Ruritanian Roundabout” for coming events and news  

• Go to their Website: ruritanians.folkdance.org.nz 

• Go to the Folk Dancing directory at folkdance.org.nz and look at the Coming Events page.  
(Scroll down until you get to the Regional Events section). 

• Contact Rae Storey: ph.  (09) 524-9504, E-mail: rstorey  @  .ihug.co.nz. 
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Auckland International Folkdance Classes 
Day Location Time Contact  

Monday  International Folk Dance 

St Paul’s Church, 12 St Vincent 
Ave, Remuera 

9:30am - 12noon Rae Storey  
Ph: 524-9504  
rstorey  @  ihug.co.nz 

Wednesday 
(usually - 
please confirm 
before 
coming) 

Israeli Dancing, Maayan Group 

Beth Shalom, 180 Manukau Rd., 
Epsom. 

7:00pm - 9:00pm 
Beginners by 
prior 
arrangement 
6:30pm 

Jennifer Gottschalk  
Ph: 480-4330 
jennygo .@ complus.co.nz 

Thursday Renaissance Dancing 7.30pm - 9.30pm Katherine Davies  
Ph: 482-4399 
katherine.may.davies  @  gmail.com 

alternates between Birkdale Community House, 134 Birkdale Rd and 
Studio 3, City Dance, 260 Queen St. 

For more information about the Society for Creative Anachronism: ildhafn.sca.org.nz 

Friday International Folk Dancing 

St Paul’s Church, 12 St Vincent 
Ave, Remuera 

9:30am - 12noon Rae Storey 
Ph: 524-9504  
rstorey  @  ihug.co.nz 

Friday 

 

IFD incl.  Chinese & Taiwanese 

St.  John Ambulance Hall, 590 
Pakuranga Rd., Highland Park 

1.00pm - 3.30pm 

No break over 
holiday period 

Julia Wei 

Ph: 537-4059 
jna_nz @ yahoo.com 

Saturday International Folk Dancing 

Check for dates, venue, etc. 

(Class times on 
application) 

Ruth Ames 
Ph: 360-1276 
ruth_a  @  clear.net.nz 

Monthly classes and events - see page 24 

Specialist Ethnic Dancing – Auckland 

There are a number of teachers and groups who provide specialist ethnic dancing in classes, 
parties, or for performance.  Among these are: 

Auckland Dutch Dancers: group meets on Thursday 7.30pm – 9.30pm in Holland House, 123 
Rockfield Rd, Penrose, Auckland.  Contact: Jose Harris jose @ . harris.net.nz, 09-6317316 

Bulgarian Roses: contact Sonya Arabadzhieva, e-mail: arabajieva  _sonya  @  yahoo.com – 
website: www.bgroses.org 

Early Dance: Monthly on the last Friday, 8.00pm at St John the Baptist Anglican Church Hall, 47 
Church St, Northcote.  Cost: $7.  Contact Karen Vernon, s.marryatt  .@  .hyper.net.nz 

English Dancing: Monthly on the 2nd Friday (except January), 8.00pm at St John the Baptist 
Anglican Church Hall, 47 Church St, Northcote.  Cost: $5.  Contact Beth Harris (09)445-9386, 
e-mail: bethharris51  @  hotmail.com 

French: Performing group rehearses Tuesday mornings.  No recreational class.  Rae Storey, 
(09)524-9504. 

Greek: Contact Denny Wood: 021-0530-338, e-mail: dennywood  @  clear.net.nz. 

Irish Set Dancing: Monthly on 1st and 2nd Thursdays of each month (except January), at the Rocky 
Nook Bowling Club, Fowlds Park, Rocky Nook Ave, Mt Albert.  Contact: Alison Lowe & Fred Carr, 
(09)479-5467. 

Israeli: Maayan Israeli Dance Group meets Wednesdays 7pm in Epsom.  Contact Jennifer 
Gottschalk ph: (09) 480-4330, jennygo .@ complus.co.nz 
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Morris, Rapper, etc: Contact Andy Smith, 361-2133, E-mail: andysmith  @  clear.net.nz. 

Russian, Ukrainian, Gypsy and other European character dance: Russian classical barre, 
character barre: Kalina Dance School, in recess for a few months.  Please check folkdance.org.nz 
for updates.  Contact (09)526-7260 or (021)0396594.  E-mail: cossak  @  clear.net.nz 

Welsh: contact Paul Carter, phone: (09) 817-7369 or Derek & Louise Williams, ph.  (09) 833-4177, 
E-mail: louiseawil  @ .   gmail.com 

Several ethnic societies have dance groups, including the Danes, the Dutch, and the Dalmatian 
Cultural Society.  Some of these welcome visitors to dance with them on certain evenings. 

 

In ternat iona l  Events 
Rather than compile and print yet another list of international events, 
the following better options are suggested… 

• Contact John Beavan (see page 1) for the 
latest Footnotes magazine, or find it on the 
FDA website, folkdanceaustralia.org.au 

• Make sure your e-mail address is with the 
FDNZ membership secretary (see page 1) 
to receive notices from other members 

• Join the CID distribution list at cid-unesco.org. 

• Join the World Folklore list at 
groups.yahoo.com/group/World_Folklore/ — for 
which you’ll also need to set up a Yahoo Groups 
identity. 

• Try www.topsitelists.com/world/World_Folklore/ 

 For events in Australia:  See the FDA website: 
folkdanceaustralia.org.au 

Dvorana Dance School 2012 

Vintage Dance Week in Paris 

August 19-25, 2012 / France: The Carnet de Bals organisation has invited Dvorana to participate 
at the week-long course of 19th century dance in Paris. The star teacher will be the dancing 
master Richard Powers from the USA. 

Country Dance Tour 

October 6-15, 2012 / Czech Republic: This, by now traditional, event for the American country 
dance enthusiasts,  includes a sightseeing tour of memorable sights in the Czech Republic and 
participation at the Jasan Bonuš Country Dance Festival. Thus, apart from a rich programme of 
dancing, you will get an opportunity to visit, among others, several sights listed by UNESCO as 
places of the World Heritage importance.  

Christmas Folk Dance Week 

December 26 - January 1 / Germany: For the first time this year, our Christmas course will take 
place outside the Czech Republic, in Freiburg-Littenweiler, in southern Germany. 

Details on our website: http://www.dvorana.cz/dance/index.html  

Our mailing address is: DVORANA, Španielova 38/1275, 163 00 Praha 6, Czech Republic 

Phone: +420-235 318 279 / Mob: +420-608 889 304 / E-mail: dvorana@dvorana.cz 
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Coming Events 
 

Regional Events Auckland  
 Continued from page 1... 

Saturday 11th 
Aucgust 

Winter WarmUp 

A non-stop extravaganza of beautiful performances, all-in revelling ,and on-
demand Danish food.  This year starring the now-amazing Croatian dancers & 
musicians, their director from “Lado” of Zagreb! 

Mulled wine at 6pm, then soon into the dancing. 

Bar open. Entry a gold coin. Raffle. 

Where: Danish House 6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose (off O’Rorke Rd) 

Hosts are the Danish Society Dancers & Ruritanian IFD Club  

Questions? Contact Colleen (09)571-0302, collsamm @ clear.net.nz  

Workshop on day of Winter WarmUp:  
International dances from Andre van de Plas 

We shall hold a workshop at Danish House on the day of the Winter WarmUp 
– make a great day of it!  Andre van de Plas’ new repertoire will be flown out 
to us in time for a panel of our teachers to browse them and prepare to 
present a selection of them. 

The workshop will run from 9.15am to 3.30pm (lunch break 12.30 to 1.15). 

Lunch will be provided for full-day participants and for half-day people who 
wish. 

We need to know lunch numbers by Saturday 4th August, so if you are full-
day or half-day wanting lunch, please contact Pam Sikkema, ph 570-4390 or 
email <marians99 @ free.net.nz> If you have any dietary constraints, you can 
tell Pam then. 

Fees (workshop and lunch) can be paid in advance (see below) or on the day. 

• Ruritanian Club members $28 (lunch included), $15 half-day (no lunch). 

• Others $30 full day (incl. lunch), $15 half-day (no lunch). 

• Children $20/$10. 

• Half-day registrants can order lunch for $8 extra. 

Resource Sets: These must be ordered and paid for by the end of June.  
Anyone wanting CD, DVD and/or notations ordered for them, please order from 
Rae Storey by the end of June (or now before you forget!).  Either post order 
with cheque payment (c/o Rae, 24a Dell Av, Remuera, Ak 1050) or email order 
to rstorey @ ihug.co.nz requesting payment instructions.  Prices: 

• The set (book, CD, and DVD) $75. 

• Book $15, CD $25, DVD $35. 

• If you need your resources sent to you instead of pick-up on the day, 
include $7 extra for P&P or couriering, and give your address for both 
delivery modes. 
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Regional Events Auckland  

January, 2013 Auckland Folk Festival 

An annual festival of music, song and dance for the whole family. 

Dance workshops all day Saturday and Sunday!! 

including Chilean, Colonial and Playford, Euro Gypsy, French, Welsh, Scottish, 
Morris, Appalacian 

Where: Kumeu Showgrounds 
 

Monthly Events Auckland and Northland 
1st 2nd 3rd 
Thursdays 

8:00pm – 
10:00pm 

Irish Set Dancing Rocky Nook Bowling Club, Fowlds Park, Mt.  AlbertIrish Club, 
29 Great North Rd., Auckland City (near the Ponsonby Rd.  intersection).  
Contact: Alison Lowe and Fred Carr, ph.  (09)479-5467.  No gatherings in 
January. 

Monthly: 
1st Friday 

6:30pm - 
9:30pm 

Folklore Chileno Latino – food, music and dance from South America and 
Spain – networking evening, buy & sell – try South American & Spanish 
dishes; soft drinks, tea, coffee available.  Cost: $10, children under 12 free.  
Venue: Jubilee Hall, Mount Albert Baptist Church, 732 New North Road, 
Mount Albert.  Contact: Ana-Maria de Vos, tel.  (09)638-6771, e-mail: 
anamaria.devos  @  clear.net.nz  

2nd Friday 

7:30pm  

English Folk Dancing Venue: St John The Baptist Anglican Church Hall, 
47 Church St, Northcote.  Cost: $5.  Contact: Beth Harris ph.  (09)445-9386, 
e-mail: bethharris51  @ .   hotmail.com, Aileen Stead, (09)418-1578. 

3rd Saturday 

7:00pm 

Céilí  @  Mangonui An informal céilí with an emphasis on the enjoyment of 
Celtic and folk music and dance.  Venue: Mangonui Hall (across from wharf).  
Contacts: Jill Freeman ph.  (09)406-0969, Jax Pellett ph.  (09)406-2222, Fiona 
McGrory ph.  (09)406-0254. 

Last Friday 

8:00pm  

Early Dance: in St.  John The Baptist Anglican Church Hall, 47 Church St, 
Northcote.  Cost: $7.  Contact:: Karen Vernon, ph.  (09)419-2429; 
s.marryatt  @  hyper.net.nz 

 

Regional Events Wellington 

2nd Saturday of 
Month 

7:30pm to 
10:30pm 

Contra Dances: with band Chilli Jam , called by 
Cashy Yates 

Schedule: 9 June, 14 July, 11 August, 10 September, 13 
October, 10 November, 8 December 

Cost: Waged $15, unwaged $10, children at school $5, 
family $25; contribution for shared supper. Season tickets 
also available. 

Venue: St Michael’s Church Hall (behind the church) in 
Kelburn Village (corner of Upland Road and St.  Michael’s 
Crescent). 

Contact: Bernard Wells, phone (04)476-3409, mobile (021)249-5680, 
e-mail: bcwells@xtra.co.nz 
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Regional Events Wellington 

 

Dancing starts 7:30pm and usually finishes by 11 p.m.  Come anytime 
after 6 p.m. if you’d like to share a meal with the band and callers.  
Chilli Jam will carry on their tradition of providing live music with 
accordion, flute, fiddle, guitar, mandolin, banjo and hammered 
dulcimer. 

Note: there is an acoustic jam session every second Sunday from 2 – 4 pm at 
the Karori Park Café (“Revive”).  Come to listen, or bring an instrument and 
play along! 

 Chilli Jam is:   

 James, Luciana — fiddle 
Bernard — mandolin, flute, guitar, keyboard, 
banjo, guitar, bass 
Mark — hammer dulcimer, mandolin, guitar, 
keyboards 
Jonathan – accordion, piano 

Celia — harp 
Simon — double bass, mandolin, guitar, 
accordion 
Vanya — flute 
Ben McNulty — guitar 

 

Regional Events Christchurch 

10 March 

11am 

Culture Galore festival 
Where: Ray Blank Park 

Performances, workshops, ethnic food etc.  (Farandol will run a workshop, and 
perform with a Romanian group.). 

 

FDNZ Regiona l  Contac ts 
Region Telephone E-mail 

Otago / Southland (03) 473 6488+64 27 26 399 39 
Kate Grace (Dunedin) 

kategrace  @  clear.net.nz 

Canterbury (03) 942 4218, Volker Kuhlmann 
(Christchurch) 

VolkerKuhlmann  @  gmx.de 

Wellington / Kapiti (04) 972-4674  
Kieron Horide-Hobley (Wellington) 

horidek  @  actrix.co.nz 

Taranaki (06) 753-3675 
Corry and Leonard Krook (New Plymouth) 

krookodile   @  clear.net.nz 

Hawke’s Bay (06)877-5060 
Cleone Cawood (Havelock North) 

ccawood  @  xtra.co.nz 

Waikato, Bay of 
Plenty 

(07) 843-7127  
Fiona Murdoch (Hamilton) 

Fionamurdoch  @  slingshot.co.nz 

Auckland / Northland (09) 524-9504 Rae Storey (Auckland) rstorey  @  ihug.co.nz 

General Inquiries (06) 877-6535 Lynnaire Nugent lanugent  @  orcon.net.nz 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

 

DANCE VACATION TO THE BEAUTIFUL 
INDONESIAN ISLAND OF BALI  

 

July 21
 
– 29 in 2012 

 

 

Dance classes and accommodation in Ubud – centre of art & dance 

Guided tours included 
 

YVES MOREAU (Bulgarian dances) & TINEKE VAN GEEL (Armenian dances) 
 

TOUR PRICE: € 875 (flight not included) 
 

  
Our bungalows at ANANDA COTTAGES The rooms: www.anandaubud.com 
 

This tour is open to folk dancers (and partners) from all over the world, 
therefore all dance classes, guided tours and communication will be in English. 
 

OPTION TO EXTEND YOUR STAY 
For participants that travel from far, there is an option to extend your stay in Sanur, a 

sea-side resort with nice sandy beaches and good opportunities for swimming. 
For detailed info and tour program please visit: www.tinekevangeel.nl 

 

  
Dance hall  Swimming pool 

 

Questions?: Tineke van Geel, info@tinekevangeel.nl, tel. +31-(0)521-380382 
 Yves Moreau, info@bourque-moreau.com (North America) 
 Kio Abedini, tanzfeste@web.de, tel. +49-(0)89-30648220 (Germany) 


