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Coming Events 

 

 

10-12 May 
2013 
(Friday evening 
to Sunday 
evening) 

 

Wellington Israeli Dance Group is delighted to announce:  

Machol Pacifica 2013 
with Shmulik Gov-Ari 

at Whitireia Performance Centre, Vivian Street, Wellington 

Shmulik is an esteemed choreographer and teacher – the 
sheer number and variety of his dances is astounding!  
Those who have experienced his teaching will recall his 
focus on the ethnic, religious and musical background of 
each dance. Included among the dances he has 
choreographed are many of our favourites: Eilat, Shabbat 
Shalom, Hadassah Esther, Lakum Vela’amod, Shalom 
Aleynu, and Mitachat La’adama. 

Keep up to date by going to: macholpacifica.org.nz 

Fiona, Val, Bronwen, Melissa, Sarah and Liora, the WIDG 
Committee. 

More coming events on page 21, and classes on page 15… 
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http://www.macholpacifica.org.nz/
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Fo lk  Dance New Zea l and ,  I nc .  
The objects of Folk dance New Zealand, Inc. 
a) To facilitate the networking of folk dancers 

and folk dance groups 

b) To raise the profile and enhance the image 
of folk dancing 

c) To encourage folk dancing in New Zealand 

d) To provide a national voice to promote the 
interests of folk dancers 

e) To provide and accredit folk dance teacher 
training 

f) To provide, or support the provision of, folk 
dance classes, workshops, seminars, 
performances, and courses 

g) To provide resources, or information on 
resources, that relate to folk dancing 

h) To support the use of live music for folk 
dance in New Zealand 

Contact Information 
President: Society Address: Auditor: Sue Watt, Wellington 

Kieron Horide-Hobley 
(see contact details for Editor) 
president  .@ .folkdance.org.nz 

c/- Cleone Cawood 
16 Hunters Hill 
Havelock North 

“E-mail: some addresses are courtesy of 
employers – please be considerate in relation to 
frequency and size of attachments.  Thanks.” 

Secretary: Treasurer & Membership: Editor and Webmaster: 

Minutes: Fiona Murdoch, P.O.  
Box 528, Hamilton 3240, 
Ph: (07) 856-8324.  
fionamurdoch  .@  slingshot.co.nz 
Correspondence: 
Noelene Barr-Allwood 
secretary .@  folkdance.org.nz 

Committee: 

Michele Dickson 
3 Claire St, Ngaio, 
Wellington 6035 
Ph: (04) 972-2350 
treasurer .@ folkdance.org.nz 
Charities Commission 
registration number: 
CC20651 

Kieron Horide-Hobley 
27 Orchy Crescent, Island Bay, 
Wellington 6023 
Ph: (04) 972-4674, 
Mob: (021) 910-403  
editor .@ folkdance.org.nz 
 

Volker Kuhlmann 
38 Maryhill Ave, Hoon Hay 
Christchurch 8025 
Ph: (03) 942-4218 
VolkerKuhlmann  .@ gmx.de 

Antoinette Everts 
antoinette.everts5.@ gmail.com 

Please volunteer!  Additional positions 
are available for those who’d like to 
support group leaders and dance 
teachers, and contribute to the 
success of Folk Dance New Zealand.   

Teacher Training Sub-committee:  Librarian: Archivist: 

Fiona Murdoch (convenor), Rae 
Storey (see details above) 
Rae joins committee ex-officio as 
immediate past president 

(Elaine is covering while we 
look for a new librarian – 
contact Kieron if you’d like 
to find out more about how 
you can help.) 

Elaine Prakash 
7A Lindsay Street, Havelock North 
Hawke’s Bay 4130 
Ph: (06) 877-2277 
elaine.prakash .@ .  gmail.com  

Periodicals are circulated to members.  To be on the list contact Elaine.  Details on page 20. 

 Changes of address: please e-mail 
treasurer  @  folkdance.org.nz 

or write to 3 Claire St, Ngaio, Wellington 6004 

Join/cancel broadcast e-mails: fdnz-subscribe@ or 
fdnz-unsubscribe  .@  folkdance.org.nz  

Website – members page: 
folkdance.org.nz  / .  Members 

is published twice a year.  Membership costs $25 (individuals) or 
$30 (groups).  Forms may be obtained from any of the people above, or via the link 
at folkdance.org.nz.  ©2012 Folk Dance NZ, Inc. 

http://folkdance.org.nz/about/FDNZ-membership-form.pdf
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Subscriptions are due! Rates for the 2013 year, commencing 1 January, 2013: 

Individuals   $25, reduced to $22 if paid by 31 March 

Groups   $30, reduced to $25 if paid by 31 March 

 

Pres iden t ’s  Le t ter  
John Beavan 
We were saddened to receive the news when committee member and 
librarian John Beavan died of cancer in November. 

John was a top scientist who had a number of interesting hobbies.  He 
had danced and performed with a Macedonian group in New York 
long before coming to New Zealand.  It took some time for him to 
discover Cashy’s group in Wellington, but once there , it was not long 
before he caught the teacher’s eye (or was it the other way round?) at a FDNZ camp  in the early 
2000’s.  Their marriage celebration naturally included live music and as many folk dancers as 
could be accommodated. 

A real support to Cashy, he acted both as dance rememberer and 
sound technician for the group.  It was great for us men to have a 
fellow male dancer who balked at no challenges or complicated foot-
work. 

John volunteered to be the FDNZ librarian, managing the round-robin 
list of overseas publications, and contributing to committee business 
pragmatism and critical thought he was famous for.  I fondly remember 
that, barely within ten minutes of my assuming the president’s chair at 
the 2011 AGM, he had (good) reason to call me out on something, 
saying “oh, come on Kieron!”  I will miss his smile and style. 

All too short was Cashy’s and John’s time together.  

It was a privilege to be among a small group who stayed after the 
funeral, honouring John’s memory with some dances to music played by musicians, some of 
whom had played at the wedding.  An article outlining his extraordinary contribution is available 
on-line by going to gns.cri.nz and entering search terms “John Beavan legacy”. 

Nationwide Activities 
In addition to the June camp in Wellington (see page 5), a number of folk-dance events have 
been held around the country.  I frequently hear of events being hosted by the Ruritanian Folk 
Dance Club in Auckland, Dance Folkus in Hamilton, Farandol in Christchurch and Les Belles 
Vilaines in Dunedin.  See articles within.  It is a positive sign that local groups are doing well. 

At a national level we have been working on several initiatives. 

A mentoring programme has been drafted for international/recreational folk dance teachers.  As 
proposed, experienced dance leaders would offer introductory material, hints and feedback.  See 
the article on page 4 for more detail. 

Work is under way on the archive policy and guidelines for collections.  Finalising the archives 
policy is a prerequisite to other work.  This starts with storing our own records, currently 
distributed around the country. 

FDNZ does not have the physical locations to store objects long-term and volunteers to look 
after them properly.  This excludes FDNZ from permanently holding artisan costumes and 

 
PHOTO: VOLKER KUHLMANN  

http://gns.cri.nz/
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original media (video tapes, CDs and DVDs).  Aligned with the archive policy will be guidelines 
for managing ‘proffered collections’, which affects decisions such as which parts of the Kate 
Goodwin Collection we will manage.  The Costume Bank continues to be offered to members. 

Money will be spent on portable hard drives for storing copies of original media, documents and 
databases, which can then be shared with members via courier. 

We would like to reach a younger audience.  A simple website and magazine no longer cuts it.  
We’d need to maintain a presence in social media, such as Facebook and Twitter.  This requires 
frequent updates and genuine interaction with people, to make the site interesting and ‘social’.  
With its larger base of volunteers and paid staff, DANZ is setting examples of what is possible.  
However, who among NZ’s folk-dancers is in a position to promote us in this way? 

Nonetheless, an image ‘upgrade’ of our website and magazine is needed.  I may offer technical 
skills, but claims no skills in visual design.  Therefore, options will be explored for paying for 
visual design of the website and brochure.  You might be able to help – if you know someone 
with such skills who’d like to contribute, let Kieron know. 

There are no plans to hold a camp in 2013 as yet.  This should not be taken as a negative sign 
– it is a big commitment, and it requires an entire dance group to be in a position to support it.   

That said, we have enquiries from overseas tutors keen to visit New Zealand later in the year.  
Group leaders should already be in the loop regarding these. 

Legal advice was received that the resolution in the 2009 AGM, moving to an April -March 
financial year, was ineffective. Therefore, the financial year remained January-December, and the 
accounts for 2008 to 2011 were prepared and audited on that basis for presentation at the 2012 
AGM.  For that reason subs are now due for 2013.  Please keep up your membership – as you 
can see, it supports much work going on behind the scenes. 

Finally, congratulations to Rae Storey, voted a life member of FDNZ in recognition of decades of 
work supporting folk dance in NZ. 

I wish you all a merry Christmas, and may only the best dances be chosen for you during the 
coming year. 

Kieron Horide-Hobley, President 

 

Dear Cashy and FDNZ friends, my heart is with you at this time of loss.  

What a lovely warm-hearted capable and gentle man John was, always ready to do the jobs 
quietly in the background, using his wonderful intelligence and quiet wisdom in all he spoke to 
and all he did.  He loved our dancing.  And my heart will join you in the dance of thanksgiving 
and celebration at his funeral. 

Antoinette Everts, in Baltimore, USA 

 

Dance Teacher  Mentor ing  
In Fiona Murdoch's Teacher Training Subcommittee report to the recent AGM in Wellington, she 
proposed a mentoring programme.  This would be suitable for individuals wishing to teach 
international/recreational folk dance.  A teacher support plan was drawn up in response to a 
specific request for this, but because of a change in circumstances has not gone beyond the 
draft idea.  
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If this goes ahead as planned in the draft proposal,  the FDNZ Teacher Training committee could 
offer a basic introductory pack on the Dutch teaching methodology, hints for dance teaching 
preparation, and constructive feedback on dances taught at a class or group. Fiona suggests 
that the individual would need access to a video camera to have a session recorded and sent to 
the mentor for feedback and suggestions. 

There are various other proposals for on-going teacher support as well. The intention is that 
mentoring could be provided over a one year period and it is envisaged that there would be no 
formal evaluation or exam.  If you are interested in the possibility of taking up this kind of offer, 
please contact Fiona Murdoch (fionamurdoch  @  slingshot.co.nz). 

 

 

FDNZ Na t iona l  Camp 2012 
Wellington, 2-4 June 2012 

Folkdance camps thrive on warm, larger-than-life characters who take you into another culture 
they know intimately.  Wellington had two of them booked for this year's FDNZ camp. 

One of them was Kate Grace, the French pied piper with an impish laugh and a serene "follow-
me" style of inducting you into beautiful subtleties that you found by feel and observation.  But 
dismayingly, Kate was in hospital – her place took four of us to fill, and we all of us missed her. 

The other character was Gary Dawson, the Aussie with a huge grin and a voice as powerful as a 
bull-roarer.  Gary inculcates the value of confidence along with Balkan dancing: "We make the 
best mistakes in the world!"  Laid-back he is, yes, but deeply knowledgeable and focussed on 
sharing understanding of underlying structures, not just teaching some fancy dance routines.  
He taught from basic step-patterns that underlie dances right across Europe.  Then he built them 
up, and wove their cultural stories around them.  One or two, such as Sandansko Horo, were not 
simple, especially in their relation to the music, but they were much more accessible with Gary's 
treatment.   

 



  December 2012 

 6  

A lot of Gary’s dances as 
presented and practised were 
very simple, but the information 
was there for experienced 
dancers and leaders to 
elaborate them in the habit of 
the cultures.  Gary's fund of 
information was often 
entertaining as well as 
illuminating: the story of the 
wedding dance about the 
mother-in-law's knickers was a 
memorable example.  His 
music was a special pleasure – 
he brought us some of the great music of Australian ensemble Xenos, notably irresistible 
Macedonian gypsy music for party-style dances that invite personal interaction – breaking up 
the line to go visit the other dancers. 

Wellington band Chilli Jam are now reaching the amazing standards we find among Australian 
folk musicians.  They play with great richness, oomph, variety, ownership and contemporary 

swing, all of this even in 
Balkan repertoire.  And even 
in some items they'd had for 
only two weeks – or for 24 
hours in the case of two 
French pieces!    
Occasionally they would 
start a little tentatively, then 
pick up, and before long 
bust out!  The rhythm and 
pace they produced swept 
the dancers along.   

The Saturday night bal was 
entirely French, entirely live 

music, with an injection of fun on accordion from two young Breton musos who happened to be 
touring the country. 

The catering was mouth-watering.  There was hearty soup, now a traditional and welcome lunch-
opener at our camps.  Specialties that followed included savoury pinwheels made from rolled-up 
flatbread.   There was a never-ending supply of delicious dips/spreads: spinach and feta, smoked 
fish, pumpkin and ...!   At tea breaks there were also rich cakes and lots of fruit. 

A source of additional 
fun was the photo-
caption competition.  
And it was a pleasure 
to be in the venue, the 
new Whitireia 
Performing Arts Centre. 

The Wellington group 
are great organizers 
and wonderful hosts.  
With a great deal else 
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already weighing on her mind, Cashy was presented with the last-minute disarray around Kate's 
necessary withdrawal.  She calmly master-minded an email process with Fiona, Bronwen and me 
that pretty quickly had the possibilities sorted and a shared programme organized that matched 
up to live music for the bal too. 

Huge thanks, Wellington group and Cashy.  We hope you weren't disappointed or put under 
financial strain by the rather small attendance (31 fulltime registrants, and 40 attending the 
Sunday evening party).  There were enough people to make it at all times feel like a big party.  
And it was a great camp. 

Thank you specially for doing it two years running. 

Rae Storey, Auckland 
Photos by Tony Devenish, Christchurch 

Dances from 2012 FDNZ National Camp 

Gary Dawson’s dances 
The first two columns appear on the CD insert.  Additional notes written onto the whiteboard 
during the camp appear in the third column, with some alternative spellings preserved. The 
fourth gives the sequence taught at the camp.  Thanks to Sue and Alastair for helping put these 
together. 

CD# - Name Origin Additional Notes Camp# 
1. Tou methodi 
(Pravoto, Zaramo) 

Flórina, NW Greece Flórina / Lerin 9 

2. Pušteno Flórina, NW Greece  4 
3. Svekrvino oro  Flórina, NW Greece Simbethera (Greek - NW) 

Flórina (Lerin in Macedonia) 
3 

4. Tropnalo oro Skopje area, N Macedonia  13 
5. Romski gajda Macedonia (Romany)  6 
6. ‘Lifting’ čoček Serbia (Romany) (Tune: çirikli) 17 
7. Čoček Serbia (Romany) (Tune: Romani Caj) 7 
8. Az ördög utca 
(Drumul dracului) 

Moldva, Romania 
(Hungarian) 

also Transylvania 18 

9. Gergelytánc Moldva, Romania 
(Hungarian) 

also Transylvania 11 

10. Hojna Moldva, Romania 
(Hungarian) 

NE Transylvania, Romania 2 

11. Szerba (Szirba) Moldva, Romania 
(Hungarian) 

NE Transylvania, Romania 
Gyimesi=Csango 

1 

13. Rumenka Crna Reka, NE Serbia Crnorečje, NE Srbija 8 
15. Emkino kolo Vranjsko polje, S Serbia  14 
16. Vlasinka Vranjsko polje, S Serbia  15 
17. Leskovačke igre Leskovac, S Serbia 1 Bela Rada 3 Čačak 

2 Četvorka  4 Bugarka 
Chant: Stani Rado, Bela Rado 
     Daj da ljubim lice mlado 

5 

18. Dajčovo horo N Bulgaria  - 
19. Sandansko horo Pirin, SW Bulgaria  10 
** Régi hejsza Gyimes, Transylvania 

Romania (Hungarian) 
(old arde dance) 12 

Note – Hungarian: sz = s, cs = ch, s = sh   Serbian/Macedonian: č = ch, c = ts 
** music not supplied 



  December 2012 

 8  

Kate Grace’s French dances  
Processional Dances 

Name Of Dance Name Of Music Provenance 
Dérobée de Guingamp (La dérobée de Guingamp) Bretagne 
La grande Montagnarde (Là-bas tout le long de l’eau) Auvergne 
Basse Danse (La Verdelette) Medieval 

Asymmetrical Dances 

Valse à cinq temps (Gaetan) Alsace 
Skottis impaire (Brume)  
Mazurka à onze temps (La boîte de Jazz)  

Dances For The Bal 

Chapeloise (O Cabalo Azul) 
Bransle (Bransle Montarde) 
Skottis (Penn Houa Houenn) 
Valse écossaise (Valse Parisienne) 
Polka (1844) 
Gavotte de l’Aven (Ivoirine) 
Bransle (Vivement Vendredi) 
Valse à trois temps (Amour et Printemps) 
Rondeau en couple (Rondeau du vingtième siècle) 
Andro (Andro Vannetais) 
Mazurka (Septembre) 

 

Capt ion Compet i t ion Winners  
The following are the awards in the Caption Competition held during the FDNZ National Camp.  
We congratulate our winners!  A selection of images and winning captions appear below. 

Gold medal:  Irene Absolom 

Silver medals: Alec Calderwell and Tony Devenish  

Bronze medals: Bronwen Arlington and Sue Noble 

 
MICHAEL EDGE-PERKINS – SYNCRETISMASSOCIATES.COM 

Despite her deteriorating vision, Penelope was 
damned sure this wasn’t the Nelson Ladies’ 
Naturist Convention. – Irene 

  
MICHAEL EDGE-PERKINS – SYNCRETISMASSOCIATES.COM 

Trust me. I know this one! Honest! 
– Tony 
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Muscle memory training allowed Dyonne to keep 
dancing, even after the brain was gone! – Alec 

 

New Zealand’s Got Talent judges leave no turn 
unstoned – Irene 

 

 
SUE WATT 

 

Vic tor i an  Ba l l  a t  H ighwic  
5th October 2012 

I wondered what would happen if two totally different groups of dancers came together at a 
costumed ball at Highwic.  One was a regular group of dancers who had learned the finer 
points of Victorian Dance for several years, and the other a group of friends, all couples, who like 
to socialize and experience different types of dance each year .  This year it was to be Victorian 
Dance 

After eleven lessons over a period of as many weeks, the second group were ready for the 
eagerly awaited Ball.  Any fears I had evaporated after the first dance.  Dancing is such a good 
way of comfortably mixing people together, and the two groups gelled together with ease.   The 
Victorian ball programme faithfully included quadrilles, waltzes and country dances, with 

everyone looking splendid in their 
historical costumes. 

It isn’t just the dancing from a 
bygone era that people enjoy, but 
the whole Victorian experience that 
goes with Highwic, very much a 
house of the 19th century, this year 
celebrating 150 years.   The historic 
house, built by businessman Mr 
Alfred Buckland and now owned by 
the New Zealand Historic Places 
Trust, displays fashionable 
furnishings of the period.  Although 
the ballroom is small by modern 
standards, it is large enough to 
comfortably accommodate two 
quadrille sets, with seating in one 
alcove and a grand piano in 
another. 

Like any time in history, the Victorian 
period had its own unique designs 
and styles.  Through 19th century 
Europe, society changed just as 
much as women’s fashion. 

From left: Kevin O'Meara, Aileen Stead, Julian Ulrich, Glenys Gray, 
Ian Harris. Photo Rae Storey. 
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In a way, New Zealand was a product of these changes with the resulting immigration.   The new 
settlers were coming for a better life, and they brought with them their ideals, beliefs, and 
anything else that made them feel comfortable in the new land.  In the second half of the 
century there were grand balls for special occasions held in places like Government House, balls 
run by sports clubs, Masonic Lodges, and regular dances in smaller towns and country areas.  
Balls and dances were held mostly during the winter months, as these were the summer months 
in Europe.  In some of the remote country areas, (“up the boohai”), it wasn’t unusual for men to 
dance with men due to a shortage of women.  Dancing would go all night, with a break for a 
generous supper, then more dancing until dawn.  From all accounts, much of the dancing was 
of an energetic nature and a good time was had by all. 

I wonder how many people know that Queen Victoria (who gave her name to this period in 
history) was very fond of dancing and her favourites in her younger days were the Waltz and 
Quadrilles.  She enjoyed dancing right up until the death of Prince Albert, the Prince Consort.   
After a lengthy period of mourning, she rediscovered the joys of dancing, especially at her 
beloved Balmoral in Scotland.  By then, she had gained some weight, but still managed to dance 
lightly on her feet. 

As dancing was not confined to one particular group in society, I like to teach the stately 
quadrilles and waltz time dances along with fun country dances for a Ôbit of a knees up ’!   This 
is part of New Zealand’s heritage, and although not hugely widespread in the 21st century, it is 
still enjoyed by people who have their own reasons for wanting to learn more about Victorian 
Dance, whether it be to simply dance, dress up or be ÔVictorian ’ for a while. 

Beth Harris 
from Ruritanian Roundabout, reprinted with permission 

 

Chr is tmas In 
Rur i t an ia  

The Christmas party on December 1st was 
a lovely success.  It was held at Polish 
House, with gourmet feasting provided by 
the hosts. 

Tamlin are wonderful to dance to.  And 
they have some very special items, one of 
them (a Muiniera) featuring Jack Bramah 
on Galician pipes, so ebullient and merry 
that Sue and I couldn't help jumping up 
and dancing a fast Basque Arin-Arin to it.   

Santa Lucia, aka Margaret Hamill, 
appears in this photo in her now-traditional ceremony.  This year she was accompanied 
breathtakingly by Jack Bramah, singing Santa Lucia in Italian.  Margaret must have been doing 
this annually now for about 30 years! 

The Polish Society now offers a major amenity for Auckland intercultural life: they decorate their 
little ballroom for you, and produce a feast of Polish cuisine, all for $20 a head. 

Rae Storey, Auckland 
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Les Be l les Vi l a ines  
Les Belles Vilaines performed at the Otago Museum (Dunedin) on Sunday 10th November 2012.  
This performance served as a warm-up before the Oamaru Victorian Festival the following week.  
The small group of dancers enjoyed the 3-hour train trip from Dunedin to Oamaru in full 
Victorian attire before dancing the old-fashioned way in the historic precinct of Oamaru. Les 
Belles Vilaines have been working this year on some partner dances from the 19th Century like 
the Polka, the Skottis and the Waltz and on some English and French "Contredanses" (which 
were originally much 
older, but were still 
danced at the time).The 
group is planning on 
adding to that repertoire 
next year and expand 
to "Contredanses" for 6 
dancers.  They will start 
preparing for a one-
hour performance of 
Medieval and Tudor 
dance to be performed 
at the first Early Music 
Festival to be held in 
Dunedin in March 
2014.  They are also 
asked to perform in full 
Breton costume at the 
Celtic Festival in 
October.  A full year 
ahead! 

Kate Grace, Dunedin 
Les Belles Vilaines – www.frenchdancing.co.nz 

 

An In t roduc t ion to  Fo lkdanc ing  
I went in very slowly, feeling shy and oh, so small; 

The room was full of strangers and they all seemed ten feet tall. 
So I sat down, rather coyly, on a chair beside the door, 

But they said, ‘You’ll have to dance, you know, that’s what you’ve come here for.’ 
I said I didn’t know it but they said they’d pull me through; 

And then the music started and my troubles started too. 

They pushed me, and they pulled me, and they whispered, ‘Right hand star,’ 
Then they said, ‘Change with your partner,’ then they hissed ‘Stay where you are.’ 

I listened to the music but I couldn’t get the beat, 
(My mother should have told me I was born with two left feet). 

They spoke a funny language which sounded very strange, 
Things like ‘allemande’ and ‘siding’ and ‘hey’ and ‘swing and change’. 

Les Belles Vilaines at the Otago Museum (Dunedin) on Sunday 10th November 
2012 – from right to left: Jo Howard, Kate Grace, Kasia Szymanska and Jan 
Littleton 

http://www.frenchdancing.co.nz/
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And then the Big White Chieftain (his name I just forget) 
Seemed to think that I was drunk, he shouted, ‘Reel across the set’. 

Now I’ve always been teetotal, so I didn’t think it right; 
Then I saw the others did it, and my thoughts were put to flight. 

But when the man beside me in the middle of the dance, 
Said, ‘You’re supposed to be improper’, well I froze him with a glance. 

There wasn’t time to answer though I could have said a lot, 
I may not know the dance but I hope I know what’s what. 

Then they said, ‘Don’t look so worried, cheer up, relax, let go.’ 
So I danced with gay abandon, right on my partner’s toe. 

They pulled me, pushed me, swung me, then they hauled me back in line. 
They smiled with understanding, and said, ‘You’re doing fine.’ 

They said, ‘This keeps you fit, you know.’ I said, ‘I’m sure it does.’ 
I felt my back was broken but I wouldn’t make a fuss, 

When people’s hearts are kindly, well, you leave some things unsaid. 
I pushed my arms back in their sockets, and staggered home to bed. 

The doctor’s optimistic, says I’ll be right as rain, 
So when I’m  out of hospital, I’ll be folk dancing again. 

Anon. collected by Beth Harris 

 

Happ iness Revis i ted  
During 2012, Roger Hall’s comedy A Shortcut To Happiness played in four main centres.  It 
portrayed a Russian immigrant seeking new connections and income in a strange country by 
starting a folk dance class – only to find the demographic and attitudes of participants were not 
what would be expected back home.  She also doesn’t expect to find romance, but she does. 

As with other Hall plays, personalities and relationships drawn from reality are selectively 
enhanced to comedic proportions, working themselves out in a believably Kiwi context.  In this 
case an evening class that drew in mid-lifers and retirees looking to do something new, physical, 
social and interesting.  (See  December 2011, for Roger Hall’s notes about 
how the play came about.) 

Reviews were good, one writer talking about tripping and dancing down the street afterwards. 

I saw it in Wellington at the Circa.  Loved the varied and the whacky characters who turned up 
for the dance class.  Great material for the director and actors to work with , and they did so well. 

However, my being someone familiar with the repertoire, I felt Wellington audience members 
may well not have been triggered in quite the same way as reviewers of other productions 
appear to have been.  It seemed to me that the director had to choose from a limited selection 
that included few Russian dances if any, and few with rich musical values.  Was it lack of 
choice?  Was it lack of quality recordings?  Was it hard to get rights to use recent recordings?  
Was time short and a decision had to be made?  FDNZ might have helped out if we’d known 
there was a problem.  And I didn’t hear of any enquiries coming through for dance performers to 
do something for the opening night, say, though to be fair, I wouldn’t necessarily be in that loop. 

This left me pondering a bigger question: how can groups such as ours work with local 
producers to deliver an experience that crosses the divide between local theatre companies and 
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the communities they so desperately depend on?  Are there other events being organised, to 
which we folk dancers can add a touch of authenticity and variety? 

Conversely, theatre companies could leverage community organisations to reach more people, 
be more relevant, and spice up their offering.  Play set in France – get Alliance Français involved.  
Chekhov play – get a Russian community group to do something. 

Producers and event organisers have many, many variables to control, no time and no budget.  
Dealing with non-professional groups can be risky.  How can we mitigate those risks for them? 

On another topic, some might say the send-up wasn’t all that great an advertisement for RIFD 
(Recreational International Folk Dance), and why would FDNZ promote it on its website and in 
the magazine?  This was my doing.  I felt we aren’t precious, in fact we can’t afford to be 
precious, and play-goers are intelligent enough to separate fiction from reality.  I felt it important 
to support local professional artists deriving works from what is a hobby for many of us.  

Thank you, Roger, for including us in your mirror on New Zealand.  And thank you to all who 
made it possible for him to do that. 

Kieron Horide-Hobley 
Wellington 

 

Pub l ica t ions  Ava i l ab le  to  FDNZ Members  
via the FDNZ Round-Robin 

The FDNZ Library currently receives four categories of material that are distributed to members by a 
round-robin system.  For the latest listing (not available on main website) go to: 

folkdance.org.nz m/ mmembers m/ 

You can join any or all of the four categories below by contacting the librarian — see p.2 for contact 
details.  The only rule is that you must pass the material on to the next person on the round-robin list 
within 7 days of when you receive it.  The material is distributed in A4 envelopes, so postage is $1.50. 

1.  Folk Dance Australia 
Footnotes newsletter (bi-monthly).  This includes a list of some events and festivals around the world .  
Available via e-mail. 

2.  Society of Folk Dance Historians (USA)  

 Report to Members (quarterly) 
 Directory (annual) 

 Folk Dance Problem Solvers (annual) 

 Indices of Problem Solvers are reproduced at 
folkdance.org.nz/articles/SoFDH_cumul_index.pdf  

The Folk Dance Problem Solvers (or limited copies of content) are available to members independently of 
the round-robin (contact John).  See the index at the link above, or contact John.  Please do not copy 
small portions out of context or without proper attribution, and please do not copy large portions without 
permission. 

From Rae: Ron Houston does an awe-inspiring job with the Problem-Solver, collecting, ordering and 
presenting in digestible form an enormous amount of fascinating information, some of it really 
illuminating.  Although this is necessarily Wikipedia rather than Encyclopaedia in completeness, 
correctness and perspective, Ron is a good scholar, and he gives all the information he has, not choosing 
just some or summarising for the sake of saving space. 

http://folkdance.org.nz/articles/SoFDH_cumul_index.pdf
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3.  National Folk Organisation (USA) 4.  NZ Association of Dance Teachers 

 Newsletter (quarterly)  Tidings (bi-monthly) 

 Directory (annual)  Directory (annual) 

  Dance Diary (bi-monthly) 

Other publications you can sign up for on-
line 
We are no longer distributing material from 
DANZ in the FDNZ round-robin.  This is 
because all the DANZ material we used to 
receive is now freely available on the web.  
You can access the DANZ diary, updated 
monthly, at: 

www.danz.org.nz/diary.php 

You can also receive a monthly email “alert” 
from DANZ that highlights items in the DANZ 
Diary, as well as giving some other news.  Sign 
up for this email alert yourself, by going to the 
DANZ website. 
 

 

Costumes For  H ire  
FDNZ Costume Bank - folkdance.org.nz  

/  members  /  costumebank 

 
Some lovely costumes were donated to the FDNZ costume bank by the Ruritanian Society in 
Auckland.  Many of them were designed by Mufridah Ulmansky and sewn by Dot Otto and 
Carolyn Robinson. 

They are available to members, with the following conditions: 

 Borrowers will be responsible for timely return of item(s) in good condition. 

SOCIETY OF FOLK DANCE HISTORIANS 

transforming information into movement 

since 1987 

Archiving and disseminating the history 

and practice of international folk dancing 

Publishing each year (free to members): 

Folk Dance Phone Book & Group Directory 

Folk Dance Problem Solver  

Report to Members 

Contact us: 

SFDH 

2100 Rio Grande St 

Austin  TX 78705 
sofdh@yahoo.com 

SFDH.org  

http://www.danz.org.nz/diary.php
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 A bond will be charged of up to $100 (depending on the quality and number of the items 
borrowed), to be reimbursed on return of the items in the same condition as when lent.  

 Safe transport in both directions, and the costs involved, will be the responsibility of the 
borrower. 

 A modest contribution to the costs of upkeep may be asked as a charge for borrowing, and 
this will be quoted when a request is made to borrow. 

 Costumes will be available to members only. 

Go to the website address above for photos, descriptions and how to order.  The address is not 
accessible otherwise via the website. 

 

Go Danc ing !  –  C l asses and Group  Contac ts   
This information has been reproduced from the FDNZ Folk Dance Directory at folkdance.org.nz , 
which is updated regularly.  If it contains errors please let the editor know (see page 2 for 
contact details). 

Dunedin 
“Les Bel les 
Vilaines”: French 
dancing and beyond 
Surviving and Thriving 
When: Thursdays 6:30pm 
– 8:00pm: French dancing 

Where (N.B.  changed venue!): Nga Maara 
Hall, 63 North Road, Dunedin (Sacred Heart 
school hall) – across the road Dunedin 
North Intermediate. 

This is the perfect class for those who want 
to explore the old world through music, 
culture and dance.  Some of the dances 
taught in this class are very old and their 
origins can be traced back to medieval 
times.  These dances have survived the test 
of time; they still thrive nowadays in France 
and the rest of Europe. 

Come and explore the way we relate to each 
other through mazurkas, gavottes, 
asymmetrical waltzes, polkas, bourrées, 
bransles or rondeaux. 

No partner, no experience and no wooden 
clogs needed.  Koha. 

Info at “Les Belles Vilaines” website: 
frenchdancing.co.nz 

Balkan Dances 
When: Mondays 6:30pm to 7:30pm 

Where: Nga Maara Hall, 63 North Road, 
Dunedin (Sacred Heart school hall) – across 
the road Dunedin North Intermediate. 

An introduction to simple dances from the 
Balkans (Romania, Bulgaria...).  No partner 
needed.  Comfortable clothes and shoes.  
Beginners most welcome – casual 
atmosphere.  Koha. 

‘Surviving and Thriving’ and Balkan Dances 
tutor: Kate Grace – Kate is French, arriving 
in Dunedin in 1995.  She recently went back 
to France for a 3-year stay where she 
attended many workshops and festivals of 
traditional music and dance. 

Contact: ph: (03)473-6488, 
Mob: 027 26 399 39, 
email: kategrace  @  clear.net.nz 

 
www.songbong.co.nz 

drums  @  songbong.co.nz 

African Dance 
Forget about regular aerobic classes, gym 
memberships or exercise balls.  If you are in 
the know, then the way to get fit and have 
fun at the same time is to try African dance! 

http://folkdance.org.nz/
file:///C:/Users/Public/Documents/FDNZ/Folkdancers%20Own/FDNZ_11-2/frenchdancing.co.nz
http://www.songbong.co.nz/
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The dances taught are from West Africa: 
Guinea, Mali, Ghana, Senegal and other 
countries.  Dances used in their context for 
celebrations or special events.  No 
experience required.  Comfortable clothing 
(bare feet or light shoes) 

Powerful live drumming!  – Kate and David 
Grace – Monthly African dance week-end 
workshops with Ra McRostie.  Go to the 
SongBong website for details: 
www.songbong.co.nz – or contact (03)473-
6488 or Mob: 027 26 399 39 

Folk Dancing for Fun 
Meets socially on Friday mornings 10:00am-
11:30am, all welcome.  Cost: $3.00 

Where: Baptist Church Hall 170 North Road, 
North East Valley, Dunedin 

Contact: Phone Yvonne Reid, (03)455-2406, 
Email: stureid1  .@  yahoo.co.nz 

Dunedin Contradance Group 
Dunedin Contradance Group (American folk 
dance) meets every Monday (except long 
weekends) at 7.30pm in the North East 
Valley Baptist Church Hall, North Rd, North 
East Valley.  All welcome.  Contact 
Bernadette Moroney, (03) 477-1623, e-mail: 
bberry  @  xtra.co.nz. 

 
Irish Beat Dance School under the direction 
of Kathryn Olcott.  Classes for ages 5 to 
adult in traditional Irish Step and Set 
Dancing- reels, jigs and ceili dances. 

Daily classes in an environment where 
students are encouraged, challenged and 
motivated to excel while developing an 
appreciation of Irish dancing, culture and 
heritage in an atmosphere that is relaxed, 
supportive and fun. 

Dancing in the spirit of community 
fellowship is of utmost importance and the 
Irish BeatMaster performance groups are 
known for upbeat performances allowing 

dancers to use their creativity and skills to 
the level that suits their ability and 
compliments fellow classmates. 

Studio: King Edward Court, Room 214, Stuart 
Street, Dunedin.  027 572-8311 

Contact: Kathryn Olcott (03) 472-8311, e-
mail: irishbeatdance  @  gmail.com 

 
 Christchurch 
International Folkdance 
The Farandol Folkdancers do dances from 
a variety of countries but specialise in those 
from the Balkan region.  They meet 7:30pm 
until 9:30pm Fridays (except public 
holidays).  First visit free, thereafter $2.00.  
Location (provisional)*: Somerfield 
Community Centre, 27 Studholme Street, 
Christchurch 

* NOTE: Anyone coming to Farandol for the 
first time or visiting should check where we 
are meeting in case these plans have 
changed. 

Last class for 2012: 14 December (Party 
night! Bring small contribution to the feast 
plus own plate and cup) ... dancing from 
7:30pm to 10pm  

First Friday for 2013: 1st February ... with a 
mix of easy and more challenging new 
dances! 

Phone Katy and Alastair Sinton 
(03) 357-9322.  
Website: farandol.folkdance.org.nz 
E-mail: Farandol  @  GMX.net. 

Morris Dancing 
Nor’ West Arch Morris — contact Anne and 
Rhys on (03)960-2656, or e-mail: 
anneandrhys  @  .clear.net.nz.  See their 
website: www.freewebs.com/norwesta 

Contra Dance (American folk dance)  
Held first Saturday of each month.  All 
welcome. 

7:00pm - Learners workshop. 
7:30 pm onwards - social dancing and 

Subscribe to regional and national e-mail lists – danz.org.nz/nzdancenews.php  Pacific Dance New Zealand directory: pacificdance.co.nz 

http://www.songbong.co.nz/
http://farandol.folkdance.org.nz/
http://farandol.folkdance.org.nz/
http://www.freewebs.com/norwesta
http://www.danz.org.nz/nzdancenews.php
http://pacificdance.co.nz/directory.php
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fun 

No Experience Needed!  No Partners 
Needed! 

All Dances Taught!  Easy and Lots of Fun! 

Cost: Only $5 (interested in playing music or 
calling - get in free!)  Please bring a supper 
plate to share. 

Where: Addington School Hall (Simeon St.  
and Brougham Rd.  - enter off Simeon St.) 

Contact: Bill Baritompa, (03)328-8985, 
e-mail: bill.baritompa  .@  gmail.com 

Go to contra.baritompa.com for more 
about the dances and other events. 

 
Wellington 
International Dancing Group 
The WIDG meets Wednesdays, 7:30 - 9:15 
pm, at the Tarrant Dance Studio, 1st Floor, 
125 Cuba Street, Wellington (near the top 
end of the mall). 

Greek, Turkish, Israeli, Romanian, Bulgarian, 
Mexican and many other folk dances are 
performed with lots of laughter and energy.  
Dances are taught most weeks by Cashy 
Yates, or led by other experienced members 
of the group.  Newcomers are very welcome 
and will be able to join in most dances.  
Partners are not required.  Wear casual, 
light-weight clothes and comfortable shoes 
(no high heels) suitable for quick, vigorous 
movement. 

Term 6: 31 Oct-12 Dec (Revision) 

Party night: 18 December at New 
Crossways (see Events on page 21). 

Tutor: Cashy; group contact: Sonia Petrie 
o3sonde  @  yahoo.co.nz. 

Cost per 10-week term is $60 waged, $40 
unwaged, or $8 per class for waged and $5 
per class for unwaged. 

Folk dance classes for adults  
European folk dances suitable for beginners 
through to advanced dancers 

When: starts 2013 - each Saturday of term 
time 11:45am – 12:45pm 

Where: Hayley Johnson Academy Of 
Dancing, 205 Main Road Tawa 

Cost: $10 per session 

Please contact Neroli Hunt on 04 234-6651 
or email missnhunt  @  talk21.com 

We warmly welcome you to come and join 
us! 

Other Dance Communities  in 
Wellington 
Israeli: groups meet Mondays.  Go to the 
groups page at macholpacifica.org.nz 

Contra dancing – for 2012 calendar watch 
mlsavage0.tripod.com/contra/ See notice 
on page 22 – or contact: Mark at 
(04) 299-1136 for additional details if 
needed, e-mail: mlsavage  @  paradise.net.nz. 

Greek: Wellington Hellenic Dancers — 
contact Joanna Matsis (04)388-4559 or 
(025)884-557, 
E-mail: Joanna_ms  @  hotmail.com. 

Irish: Wellington Irish Society — contact Sue 
Ikin (04)478-4160, E-mail: s.ikin  @  clear.net.nz 

Polish: The Lublin Dance Company, 
manager: Leszek Lendnal.  Postal Address: 
26 Domanski Crescent, Island Bay, 
Wellington 6023.  Phone: (04)494-2504 or 
(021)383 958  E-mail:  
leszek.lendnal @ gmail.com 

Scottish: see the Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society website: 
rscds.wellington.net.nz 

Wellington Folk Club — Contact Ruth Birnie 
(04)232-2346, 
E-mail: ruth.birnie  ,@  paradise.net.nz, 
Website: www.acousticroutes.org.nz 

 
Palmerston North 
The Hellenic Folk-Dancers (in recess) contact 
Gina Salapata (06)356-9099 ext.  7273 (day) 
359-1157 (after hours), 
G.Salapata  ,@  massey.ac.nz. 

 
New Plymouth 
Troika International dance group meets to 
practice for performances, and runs 

http://contra.baritompa.com/
http://www.macholpacifica.org.nz/
http://mlsavage0.tripod.com/contra/
http://rscds.wellington.net.nz/
http://www.acousticroutes.org.nz/
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beginners’ classes from time to time.  
Contact Leonard or Corry Krook 
(06)753-3675.  
E-mail: krookodile  @ ,  clear.net.nz 

 
Hawke’s Bay 
International Folk Dance 
Thursday sessions 7:15pm - 9:00pm at the 
Briar Horrocks studio, Murdoch Road, Akina, 
Hastings.  Cost: $3 per session.  Tutors: 

 Cleone Cawood, ph.+64(6)877-5060, 
e-mail: ccawood  @  xtra.co.nz 

 Elaine Prakash, ph.  +64(6)877-2277, e-
mail: elaineprakash  @  slingshot.co.nz 

Learn the latest popular dances from Israel 
and traditional dances from North America, 
Russia, UK, Europe, Asia, the Balkans and 
the Middle East. 

International and Israeli dancing 
Thursday Mornings: Ma Navu group, 10am 
to noon, St Columba’s Hall, Havelock North. 

Monday Evenings: Simchat Rikudam 
7:00pm–10:00pm, Pakowhai Hall, opposite 
the Pakowhai Store. 

Contact: Joanne Perry, ph: (06)878-8870, 
randjperry .   @  vodafone.co.nz 

Circle Dancing 
1st Wednesday of the month from February 
to November at St Francis Church, Beach Rd, 
Haumoana, Hawkes Bay, from 7.30 to 
9.00p.m. Cost is a gold coin. 

Contact: Margaret Gwynn, ph. 06-835-2122 
email gwynn .@ paradise.net.nz 

Circle dancing is a simple form of dance 
using a small sequence of steps repeated 
many times. It draws on folk dances and 
modern dances created to classical music. 

Dances can be energetic or meditative. No 
partner is needed. 

 
Tauranga 
“Athena” Greek Dance, Gate Pa School Hall, 
900 Cameron Road, Tauranga.  Contact: 
Gabrielle Johnston gabemail  .@ hotmail.com, 
ph. (07)543-3229, for more detail. 

Tauranga Israeli Group meets Tuesdays 
7:00pm - 9:30pm in the Gate Pa School Hall, 
900 Cameron Road, Tauranga.  Contact 
Maria Berben, ph.  (07) 544-1680, email: 
windrush  .@  xtra.co.nz. 

 
Hamilton 
“Dance Folkus” — International Folk Dance 
classes and Folk Dance Parties (see page 
21).  Meets Thursday evenings, 7:30pm in St.  
Stephen's Hall, 2 Mahoe Street, Melville, 
Hamilton.  Tutor: Fiona Murdoch, e-mail: 
dancefolkus  @ .  slingshot.co.nz or 
ph: (07)856 8324 for course details. 

Visitors welcome by arrangement 

Hamilton Israeli Dance Group — meets 
Mondays and Thursdays, 7:30 — 9:30pm.  
Tutor: Raymond Matson Ph: (07)855-7829. 

 
Whangarei 
International folk dancing with Global 
Dance Whangarei, 7.30pm - 9.30pm every 
Monday evening, with dances from: Israel, 
Bulgaria, Romania, Greece, Former 
Yugoslavia (Macedonia, Serbian) – St James 
hall, Onerahi, Whangarei.  The cost is $4 per 
evening.  Tea/coffee provided.  Contact: 
Elizabeth Staats, ph.  (09) 436-0819, e-mail: 
ingostaats  @  clear.net.nz. 

 
Ruritanian International Folk Dance Club  – Auckland 
This Club holds dance parties and workshops, approximately one event per month, between 
February and November.  For information: 

 See the quarterly “Ruritanian Roundabout” for coming events and news  

 Go to their Website: ruritanians.folkdance.org.nz 

 Go to the Folk Dancing directory at folkdance.org.nz and look at the Coming Events page.  
(Scroll down until you get to the Regional Events section). 

mailto:elaineprakash@slingshot.co.nz
http://ruritanians.folkdance.org.nz/
http://folkdance.org.nz/events.html
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 Contact Rae Storey: ph.  (09) 524-9504, E-mail: rstorey  @  .ihug.co.nz. 

Auckland International Folkdance Classes 
Day Location Time Contact  

Monday  International Folk Dance 
St Paul’s Church, 12 St Vincent 
Ave, Remuera 

9:30am - 12noon Rae Storey  
Ph: 524-9504  
rstorey  @  ihug.co.nz 

Wednesday 
(usually - 
please confirm 
before 
coming) 

Israeli Dancing, Maayan Group 
Beth Shalom, 180 Manukau Rd., 
Epsom. 

7:00pm - 9:00pm 
Beginners by 
prior 
arrangement 
6:30pm 

Jennifer Gottschalk  
Ph: 480-4330 
jennygo .@ complus.co.nz 

Thursday Renaissance Dancing 7.30pm - 9.30pm Katherine Davies  
Ph: 482-4399 
katherine.may.davies  @  gmail.com 

alternates between Birkdale Community House, 134 Birkdale Rd and 
Studio 3, City Dance, 260 Queen St. 

For more information about the Society for Creative Anachronism: ildhafn.sca.org.nz/dance_city 

Friday International Folk Dancing 
St Paul’s Church, 12 St Vincent 
Ave, Remuera 

9:30am - 12noon Rae Storey 
Ph: 524-9504  
rstorey  @  ihug.co.nz 

Friday 
 

IFD incl.  Chinese & Taiwanese 
St.  John Ambulance Hall, 590 
Pakuranga Rd., Highland Park 

1.00pm - 3.30pm 
No break over 
holiday period 

Julia Wei 
Ph: 537-4059 
jna_nz @ yahoo.com 

Saturday International Folk Dancing 
Check for dates, venue, etc. 

(Class times on 
application) 

Ruth Ames 
Ph: 027-6261733 
ruth_a  @  clear.net.nz 

Monthly classes and events - see page 22 

Specialist Ethnic Dancing  – Auckland 
There are a number of teachers and groups who provide specialist ethnic dancing in classes, 
parties, or for performance.  Among these are: 

Auckland Dutch Dancers: group meets on Thursday 7.30pm – 9.30pm in Holland House, 123 
Rockfield Rd, Penrose, Auckland.  Contact: Jose Harris jose  @ . harris.net.nz, 09-6317316 

Bulgarian Roses: contact Sonya Arabadzhieva, e-mail: arabajieva  _sonya  @  yahoo.com – 
website: www.bgroses.org 

Early Dance: Monthly on the last Friday, 8.00pm at St John the Baptist Anglican Church Hall, 47 
Church St, Northcote.  Cost: $7.  Contact Karen Vernon, s.marryatt  .@  .hyper.net.nz 

English Dancing: Monthly on the 2nd Friday (except January), 8.00pm at St John the Baptist 
Anglican Church Hall, 47 Church St, Northcote.  Cost: $5.  Contact Beth Harris (09)445-9386, 
e-mail: bethharris51  @  hotmail.com 

French: Performing group rehearses Tuesday mornings.  No recreational class.  Rae Storey, 
(09)524-9504. 

Greek: Contact Denny Wood: 021-0530-338, e-mail: dennywood  @  clear.net.nz. 

Irish Set Dancing: Monthly on 1st and 2nd Thursdays of each month (except January), at the Rocky 
Nook Bowling Club, Fowlds Park, Rocky Nook Ave, Mt Albert.  Contact: Alison Lowe & Fred Carr, 
(09)479-5467. 

http://ildhafn.sca.org.nz/dance_city
mailto:jose@harris.net.nz
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Israeli: Maayan Israeli Dance Group meets Wednesdays 7pm in Epsom.  Contact Jennifer 
Gottschalk ph: (09) 480-4330, jennygo .@ complus.co.nz 

Morris, Rapper, etc: Contact Andy Smith, 361-2133, E-mail: andysmith  @  clear.net.nz. 

Russian, Ukrainian, Gypsy and other European character dance: Russian classical barre, 
character barre: Kalina Dance School, in recess for a few months.  Please check folkdance.org.nz 
for updates.  Contact (09)526-7260 or (021)0396594.  E-mail: cossak  @  clear.net.nz 

Welsh: contact Paul Carter, phone: (09) 817-7369 or Derek & Louise Williams, ph.  (09) 833-4177, 
E-mail: louiseawil  @ .   gmail.com 

Several ethnic societies have dance groups, including the Danes, the Dutch, and the Dalmatian 
Cultural Society.  Some of these welcome visitors to dance with them on certain evenings. 

 

I n terna t iona l  Events 
Rather than compile and print yet another list of international events, 
the following better options are suggested… 

 Contact the librarian (see page 2) for the 
latest Footnotes magazine, or find it on the 
FDA website, folkdanceaustralia.org.au 

 Make sure your e-mail address is with the 
FDNZ membership secretary (see page 2) 
to receive notices from other members 

 Join the CID distribution list at cid-unesco.org. 

 Join the World Folklore list at 
groups.yahoo.com/group/World_Folklore/ — for 
which you’ll also need to set up a Yahoo Groups 
identity. 

 Try www.topsitelists.com/world/World_Folklore/ 

 For events in Australia:  See the FDA website: 
folkdanceaustralia.org.au 

Prague Dance Festival 2013 

29 June to 5 July 2013 

One of the biggest meeting of dancers and lovers of amateur dance from all over the world… 

www.praguedancefestival.cz 

Competitions, workshops and fun, including a trip: to glass factory of Nizbor and of course to 
many other amazing places. 

Folkdance OnThe Water  
Combining the joy of a cruise and the comraderies of folkdancing with a master teacher. 
Prague and Three Rivers as well as the India adventure are now on the website… 

www.folkdanceonthewater.org 

The India trip is almost sold out but the Prague trip has a space left.  Feel free to telephone me 
(510 526-4033 or email if you have any questions. 

2013 will be my 30th year and my last.  Many people have said they want to go on one of my 
trips "but later".  This will be the last and Esther and I would welcome you.  I am finally retiring 
and would love to have come and help me celebrate that milestone in life ! 

http://folkdanceaustralia.org.au/
http://www.cid-unesco.org/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/World_Folklore/
http://www.topsitelists.com/world/World_Folklore/
http://folkdanceaustralia.org.au/
http://www.folkdanceonthewater.org/
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Magyar Festivals 2013 
International folk dance festival “Dance and Sing” – Belgrade, Serbia 
International children’s folk dance festival “HANIOTI 2013” (May) – Hanioti, Greece  15-20 May  
International Veteran’s Folk –Dance Festival “Ohrid Waves” – Ohrid, Macedonia   13-16 June  
International Folk Festival “Mare Adriatiko” – Lido Di Jesolo, Italy  16-21 June 2013 
International Folk Dance Festival “ALEGRIA” – Callela, Spain  22-29 June 2013 
International children’s folk dance festival “VARNA 2013” – Varna, Bulgaria  29 June-04 July 2013 
International Children’s Folk –Dance Festival “Ohrid Waves” – Ohrid, Macedonia  24-28 July 2013 
International children’s folk dance festival “HANIOTI 2013” (September) – Hanioti, Greece 25-30 
September 2013 
International folk dance festival “Sounds of the mountains” – Bansko, Bulgaria 
Application form will be sent to you when you will inform us on which festival you would like to 
participate. 

Go to: www.makfolk.com.mk 

 

Hora –  Melbourne Israe l i  
Dance Camp 

FEBRUARY 8th 9th & 10th - registrations for camp 
in Preston, Melbourne next year are now open.  
Located just 20 mins from the CBD and 
Melbourne Airport. http://www.hora.com.au/ 

HORA welcomes Gadi & Eran for the first time together: 

GADI BITTON – the Legend! 

ERAN BITTON – the Rising Star! 

GADI & ERAN, Uncle, Nephew, Friends, and Icons of Israeli Dance, are impressive & inspirational 
in every way. They are professional, talented, & creative choreographers & teachers. Their 
interaction with each other, their warmth, humour, wonderful dance styles & energy will be an 
electrifying experience. 

 

Coming Events  
 

Regional Events Auckland  

January, 2013 Auckland Folk Festival  
An annual festival of music, song and dance for the whole family. 

Dance workshops all day Saturday and Sunday!! 

including Chilean, Colonial and Playford, Euro Gypsy, French, Welsh, Scottish, 
Morris, Appalacian 

Where: Kumeu Showgrounds 
 

http://www.makfolk.com.mk/
http://www.hora.com.au/
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Monthly Events Auckland and Northland 
1st 2nd 3rd 
Thursdays 
8:00pm – 
10:00pm 

Irish Set Dancing Rocky Nook Bowling Club, Fowlds Park, Mt.  AlbertIrish Club, 
29 Great North Rd., Auckland City (near the Ponsonby Rd.  intersection).  
Contact: Alison Lowe and Fred Carr, ph.  (09)479-5467.  No gatherings in 
January. 

Monthly: 
1st Friday 
6:30pm - 
9:30pm 

Folklore Chileno Latino – food, music and dance from South America and 
Spain – networking evening, buy & sell – try South American & Spanish 
dishes; soft drinks, tea, coffee available.  Cost: $10, children under 12 free.  
Where: Auckland Polish Society, 1 McDonald Street, Morningside.  Contact: 
Ana-Maria de Vos, tel.  (09)638-6771, e-mail: anamaria.devos  @  clear.net.nz  

2nd Friday 
7:30pm  

English Folk Dancing Venue: St John The Baptist Anglican Church Hall, 
47 Church St, Northcote.  Cost: $5.  Contact: Beth Harris ph.  (09)445-9386, 
e-mail: bethharris51  @ .   hotmail.com, Aileen Stead, (09)418-1578. 

3rd Saturday 
7:00pm 

Céilí  @  Mangonui An informal céilí with an emphasis on the enjoyment of 
Celtic and folk music and dance.  Venue: Mangonui Hall (across from wharf).  
Contacts: Jill Freeman ph.  (09)406-0969, Jax Pellett ph.  (09)406-2222, Fiona 
McGrory ph.  (09)406-0254. 

Last Friday 
8:00pm  

Early Dance: in St.  John The Baptist Anglican Church Hall, 47 Church St, 
Northcote.  Cost: $7.  Contact: Karen Vernon, ph.  (09)419-2429; 
plantagenet @ .vodafone.co.nz 

 

Regional Events Wellington 

1st Saturday of 
Month 
7:30pm to 
10:30pm 

Contra Dances: with band Chi ll i  Jam, cal led by 
Cashy Yates 
Cost: Waged $15, unwaged $10, children at school $5, 
family $30; contribution for shared supper. Season tickets 
also available. 

Venue: St Michael’s Church Hall (behind the church) in 
Kelburn Village (corner of Upland Road and St.  Michael’s 
Crescent). 

Contact: Bernard Wells, phone (04)476-3409, mobile 
(021)249-5680, e-mail: bcwells@xtra.co.nz 

 

Dancing starts 7:30pm and usually finishes by 11 p.m.  Come anytime 
after 6 p.m. if you’d like to share a meal with the band and callers .  
Chilli Jam will carry on their tradition of providing live music with 
accordion, flute, fiddle, guitar, mandolin, banjo and hammered 
dulcimer. 

Note: there is an acoustic jam session every second Sunday from 2 – 4 pm at 
the Karori Park Café (“Revive”).  Come to listen, or bring an instrument and 
play along! 

mailto:bcwells@xtra.co.nz
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Regional Events Wellington 
 Chilli Jam is:   

 James, Luciana — fiddle 
Bernard — mandolin, flute, guitar, keyboard, 
banjo, guitar, bass 
Mark — hammer dulcimer, mandolin, guitar, 
keyboards 
Jonathan – accordion, piano 

Celia — harp 
Simon — double bass, mandolin, guitar, 
accordion 
Vanya — flute 
Ben McNulty — guitar 

10th – 12th May, 
2013 

Wellington Israeli Dance Group will be hosting the national Israeli Dance 
Camp, 

Machol Pacifica 

with renowned choreographer Shmulik Gov-Ari  

See details on front page. Contact: Fiona Bayliss (jandf_bayliss  @ . clear.net.nz)  
 

Regional Events Christchurch 

10 March 
11am 

Culture Galore festival  
Where: Ray Blank Park 

Performances, workshops, ethnic food etc.  (Farandol will run a workshop, and 
perform with a Romanian group.). 

 

FDNZ Regiona l  Con tac ts  
Region Telephone E-mail 

Otago / Southland (03) 473 6488+64 27 26 399 39 
Kate Grace (Dunedin) 

kategrace  @  clear.net.nz 

Canterbury (03) 942 4218, Volker Kuhlmann 
(Christchurch) 

VolkerKuhlmann  @  gmx.de 

Wellington / Kapiti (04) 972-4674  
Kieron Horide-Hobley (Wellington) 

horidek  @  actrix.co.nz 

Taranaki (06) 753-3675 
Corry and Leonard Krook (New Plymouth) 

krookodile   @  clear.net.nz 

Hawke’s Bay (06)877-5060 
Cleone Cawood (Havelock North) 

ccawood  @  xtra.co.nz 

Waikato, Bay of 
Plenty 

(07) 843-7127  
Fiona Murdoch (Hamilton) 

Fionamurdoch  @  slingshot.co.nz 

Auckland / Northland (09) 524-9504 Rae Storey (Auckland) rstorey  @  ihug.co.nz 

General Inquiries (06) 877-6535 Lynnaire Nugent lanugent  @  orcon.net.nz 
 

mailto:ccawood@xtra.co.nz

