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Coming Events 

Armenian & Caucasian Dances with Caucasian 
dance specialists Tineke and Maurits Van Geel 

Details on page 14 
2 to 3 November: 

Hamilton 
8 to 10 November: 

Christchurch 

25 to 27 April 2014 

Friday to Sunday 
Machol Pacifica … more info. on page 5 

More coming events on page 13, and class info. from page 16! 
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Fo lk  Dance New Zea l and ,  I nc .  
The objects of Folk dance New Zealand , Inc. 
a) To facilitate the networking of folk dancers 

and folk dance groups 

b) To raise the profile and enhance the 
image of folk dancing 

c) To encourage folk dancing in New 
Zealand 

d) To provide a national voice to promote the 
interests of folk dancers 

e) To provide and accredit folk dance teacher 
training 

f) To provide, or support the provision of, folk 
dance classes, workshops, seminars, 
performances, and courses 

g) To provide resources, or information on 
resources, that relate to folk dancing 

h) To support the use of live music for folk 
dance in New Zealand 

Contact Information 
President: Society Address: Auditor: Sue Watt, Wellington 

Kieron Horide-Hobley 
(see contact details for Editor) 
president  .@ .folkdance.org.nz 

c/- Cleone Cawood 
16 Hunters Hill 
Havelock North 

“E-mail: some addresses are courtesy of 
employers – please be considerate in relation to 
frequency and size of attachments.  Thanks.” 

Secretary: Treasurer & Membership: Editor and Webmaster: 

Minutes: Fiona Murdoch, P.O.  
Box 528, Hamilton 3240, 
Ph: (07) 856-8324.  
fionamurdoch  .@  slingshot.co.nz 
 
 

Committee: 

Michele Dickson 
3 Claire St, Ngaio, 
Wellington 6035 
Ph: (04) 972-2350 
treasurer .@ folkdance.org.nz 
Charities Commission 
registration number: 
CC20651 

Kieron Horide-Hobley 
27 Orchy Crescent, Island Bay, 
Wellington 6023 
Ph: (04) 972-4674, Mob: 
(021) 910-403  
editor .@ folkdance.org.nz 
 

Volker Kuhlmann 
38 Maryhill Ave, Hoon Hay 
Christchurch 8025 
Ph: (03) 942-4218 
VolkerKuhlmann  .@ gmx.de 

Rae Storey 
24a Dell Avenue, Remuera 
Auckland 1050 
Ph: (09) 524-9504 
rstorey  @ .  ihug.co.nz 

Please volunteer!  Additional positions 
are available for those who’d like to 
support group leaders and dance 
teachers, and contribute to the 
success of Folk Dance New Zealand.   

Teacher Training Sub-committee:  Librarian: Archivist: 

Fiona Murdoch (convenor), Rae 
Storey (see details above) 
Rae joins committee ex-officio as 
immediate past president 

Kate Grace 
22 Montague St., North East 
Valley, Dunedin, 
ph: (03)473-6488, 
kategrace  @  clear.net.nz 

Elaine Prakash 
7A Lindsay Street, Havelock North 
Hawke’s Bay 4130 
Ph: (06) 877-2277 
elaine.prakash  .@ .   gmail.com  

Periodicals are circulated to members.  To be on the list contact Elaine.  Details on page 21. 

Welcome to new member:  
Wellington Israeli Dance Group 

Changes of address: please e-mail 
treasurer  @  folkdance.org.nz 

or write to 3 Claire St, Ngaio, Wellington 6004 

Join/cancel broadcast e-mails: fdnz-subscribe@ or 
fdnz-unsubscribe  .@  folkdance.org.nz  

Website – members page: 
folkdance.org.nz  / .  Members 

is published twice a year.  Membership costs $25 (individuals) or 
$30 (groups).  Forms may be obtained from any of the people above, or via the link 
at folkdance.org.nz.  ©2013 Folk Dance NZ, Inc. 

mailto:rstorey@ihug.co.nz
http://folkdance.org.nz/about/FDNZ-membership-form.pdf
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Subscriptions will be due 1 January, 2014: 

Individuals   $25, reduced to $22 if paid by 30 June 
Groups   $30, reduced to $25 if paid by 30 June 
Send to Michele Dickson, 3 Claire St, Ngaio, Wellington 6035 

 

Pres iden t ’s  Repor t  
This is the report Kieron gave to the AGM in August.  

A quick glance at the many recreational folk dance classes and 
social events advertised in  around the country 
signal many foci exist of vibrant and active communities of dance.  
Superb efforts by dance group leaders have yielded success stories 
and lessons worth sharing. 

Folk Dance New Zealand continues to offer support to groups and dance leaders through 
networking, the magazine, website, training, mentoring, library and other resources. 

This year has gone all too quickly.  I must apologise from the outset that work commitments 
have meant I’ve not followed up on all the initiatives and projects I’d like to have .  The delay 
in getting this edition of  out is symptomatic. 

Some progress has been made in understanding what we have to do to capture the Kate 
Goodwin Collection electronically, and our work on policies and procedures regarding 
collections is in a position to continue.  Our costume library currently resides in Hamilton. 

Thanks are due to those who’ve kept the organisation’s wheels ticking over for the past year.  
Special mentions to Michele, whose accounts and treasurer’s report reflect on-going attention 
to detail, and to Volker, who upgraded the server our website sits on at his own expense. 

We deeply feel the loss late last year of John, our librarian, whose position remains vacant.  
This and the archivist roles are administrative and do not necessarily come with executive 
committee membership.  The librarian work could be taken up by anyone willing to receive, 
circulate and store overseas publications. 

I still have ambitions to improve the “brand” of folk dancing and reach new people.  We are 
grateful members have not baulked at the increase in subs; our accounts are in a healthy 
state and we are in a good position to instigate projects to get the word out. 

We’d like to put a list on the website for folks looking for folks to run folk/country style 
dances.  Someone had a difficult experience trying to find someone to run an evening, based 
on information currently on our website. 

If you are an organiser of dance events, caller or dance leader willing to provide an 
evening’s entertainment, please contact the editor (details on page 2).  FDNZ can provide 
training and mentoring for dancers wanting to expand their skills down this path (please 
contact Fiona or Rae). 

Kieron Horide-Hobley, President 

 

Correction: on page 9 of , December 2012, the photo accompanying 
‘Victorian Ball At Highwic’ was by Beth Harris. 
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Medieva l  Merr iment  

     

The First night of December, and 2012 became 1220... 

Fair Fiona and her Dance Folkus nobles navigated our Medieval 
Odyssey back to Merry England and Europe in the Middle Ages.    
Early Plantagenet – charmed, chivalrous days of champions and 
crusaders – before plague, pestilence, paladin warlords, and 
imprisonment of witches. 

St. Stephens transformed into a gothic hostelry or monastery.  
Flickering candle light, candelabras, ivy, damasked tablecloths. 

Elizabeth of Elmeslac (Ann) crafted beautiful banners, and 
handsome wall-hangings (boars, horses, heroes, legends, 
soldiers, princes, heraldry). 

Anne (of Etiquette) advised “Wash hands in lavender water, use 
pottery goblets, wooden platters & utensils, but no forks” 

The sumptuous Feast featured fruits and a hearty harvest: strawberries, grapes, apricots, 
parsnips (no potatoes), cheeses, pickles, rye bread, chicken and sweet meats... all tasty treats.  

“The Presence”, the most Noblest of the Night, sat at the top table, supping mead or mulled 
wine.   The rest of us – be it farmer or wayfarer, mercer or merchant, cleric or craftsman, 
teacher or troubadour, hospitallier or hired help, scholar or squire – were treated like Lords 
and Ladies, Finely dressed in period fashions: tunics, smocks, coats, shiny satin, soft silk, 
coarse cotton, homespun linen, we adorned ourselves with turbans, garlands, circlets, 
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coronets, feathers, fur, veils, pearls, plaits, hoods and steepled hennins,  

Men in tights (fitted hose), Abbesses with Christian crosses, Knight Templar Benjamin (some 
chain mail), M C Fiona in royal purple, and Jester (Smart) Alec horsed around on a wooden 
stick. 

For weeks before the festivities, dancers traveled across the countryside to partake of Fiona’s 
popular preparation practices. 

Wandering Minstrels Larry and June of “Rosewood” journeyed the fartherest.  All night they 
strummed and drummed their melodious ballads from their canopy.   Other troubadours 
offered to entertain us.  “Mine Accord” Madrigal singers, “Consortium” recorder players and 
Christoph’s “World Voices Choir”. 

Under Fiona’s tutelage we performed a delightful programme of bouncy Branles, mannered 
Almains, polished Pavanes, perky French “Petit Riens”, Italian “Ballo Del Fiore”, and courtly 
“Alexandresco” to the guests and to The Presence, and more. 

Verily, a most satisfying event with so much merriment and music.  All excellent 
entertainment, which ended too soon.  

Thanks for a splendid Memorable Medieval Merry-Making. 

…and so back to the Twenty-first Century. 

Yours gratefully, Bronwena  
(Burgess of Ellerslie, Auckland town) 

Sources of inspiration:  
1)  Dance Folkus Medieval Feast (Hamilton NZ)  

2)   Alchemy “First Night -manuka honey wine” (Countdown) 

3) “The Navigator – a Medieval Odyssey” 1988 movie Vincent Ward 

4)  “Europe In the Middle Ages” dvd Gruppe 5 Filmproduktion, Cologne 

5)  “The Plantagenets” author John Harvey  

6)  “Christmas week 2006” in the Gothic city of Prague 

7)  Beth Harris, Karen Vernon, Janet Boutel, Fiona Murdoch 

…and that second bottle of mead! 

 

Macho l  Pac if ica  2014 –  25 t h -27 t h  Apr i l   
It was lovely to see you all at the Wellington camp.  Great to see Shmulik again. 

We have made a date for the next camp, 25th-27th April 2014, finishing on the Sunday 
night. 

This is the school holidays (many said this would suit) .  Also it’s Anzac weekend, which 
means the Friday 25 is a holiday. 

I am presently negotiating with the nearby accommodation, to offer you all a package deal... 
more on that later, this is just to give you a date to keep in mind and mark on your calendar.  
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Kevin would like a disc of photos from any past camps/video footage that people would like 
to share via a screen, could you please send them.  As well, if those of you who have been 
to Israel would like to share scenic photos (or others as you like) of your visit, that would be 
much appreciated.  Our address is 41 Durie St., Wanganui. 

Something else for you to think about, even though it's really 'early days',. ... for those of you 
who would like to participate in a performance concert, the opportunity will be there, no 
pressure. 

Happy dancing, 
Kevin and Tania 

 

Macedon ian  Dance Teacher  Vis i ts  Wel l ing ton  
We were very fortunate to have Christos Apsis, a visiting dance tutor from Greece, to teach 
dances from the Macedonia area in Northern Greece and elsewhere.  Christos comes from 
Kozanis in the Western Macedonian region of Greece.  He has learned traditional Greek 
dances from a young age, especially those from the area of Central and Western Macedonia.  
He has participated in many folk dance festivals as a dancer and teacher in Greece, Italy, 
Bulgaria, Turkey, Hungary and Macedonia. 

Christos, with interpreting help from Dimitra (one of our dancers), taught us a wonderful 
range of dances:  

Sirto or Kalamotiano 

Zonaradikos (Thrace) 

Tremoulisto (N. Thrace) 

Baidouskino (Gr. Macedonia) 

Patrouina (Gr. Macedonia) 

Taksila (Lesvos) 

Dipat (Pontos) 

Sirto hanioriko (Crete) 

Sofka (Gr. Macedonia) 

Tik (Pontos) 

Zagorisio (Ipiros) 

Ikariotikos (Ikaria Island) 

 

 

Tapes & Dance Inst ruc t ions  Seek ing A New Home 
The Palmerston North Folk Dance group has been in recess for at least four 
years, so we have been left with tapes and dance instructions.  These 
items are no longer of use to us. 

We would like to give them to any group who could make use of 
them.  They could be turned into CDs even though we were happy 
using a tape recorder. 

I’d happily take them to a local school, but Hip Hop & Kapa Haka 
seem to be the ‘dances’ of choice! 

Contact: Margaret Palmer roystonp  @ clear.net.nz, (06) 357-2856, or Lorraine Gray, 
(06) 212-0608.  Both of these are Palmerston North numbers.  We will discuss sending with 
the direct contact. 

Here’s hoping we can find a happy home for the collection! 

[Folk Dance New Zealand itself does not have the resources to hold libraries of such 
material, though work is being done on procedures to create electronic copies. – Kieron] 
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Farando l  Farewel ls  
In recent months, Christchurch’s Farandol Folk Dancers lost two dea r members of long 

standing: 

 Jean Garner and Shirley Manaton.   

Some Farandol members share their memories here. 

Jean Garner 
Jean Garner was one of my very best friends.  We met at 
Farandol way back in 1980.  Jean took to international 
folk dancing like a duck to water and it remained one of 
the great loves of her life because it gave her a lot of joy 
to dance and she always regarded her Farandol friends 
amongst her best.  Jean also joined the Israeli folk 
dancing group in Christchurch and was an integral 
member of both groups until her health forced her to 
retire from dancing. 

To know Jean was to make one a richer person because 
of her generosity of spirit, love of others and a desire to learn all she could in her life .  Jean 

has died too young but will remain in our hearts 
forever.   Wendy Browne 

Jean and I joined the performing group at about the 
same time and she suffered the pain of seeing me 
bumble through teaching my first WEA class when I 
had never taught a dance before (how hard could that 
be!).  When I needed a break from running the Friday 
night sessions, Jean stepped up to take the reins.  
There was many a time when collectively Jean and I 
would remember a dance by watching the other's 
expression to see if what we were teaching looked 
right, and I always had to be careful not to frown 
inadvertently.  Some dances will always remind me of 
Jean – "milk bottles", "the candle dance", and 
Farandole itself which Jean would lead with me beside 
her."  Sue Knight 

Jean’s infectious enjoyment showed us that dancing 
was something we could enjoy more often.    Valerie 
Wycoff  

When designing the Farandol t-shirt logo, Jean was adamant that the text be in a style that 
could be easily read by vision-impaired people.   Tony Devenish 

I have many  fond memories – as I'm sure everyone else does at Farandol – of Jean coming 
to dance lessons, socials and participating in some performances, some of which I was a 
part of at the time also. Zoe Protos 

When I began at Farandol, Jean's personality was one of the defining features of Friday 
evenings,  part of what hooked me in to stay.  Her whole-hearted enthusiasm for dancing 
showed in her ready smile and laugh and her energetic way of moving.  She was generous 

PHOTO: VOLKER KUHLMANN

PHOTO: TONY DEVENISH 
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PHOTO: SUE KNIGHT 

in her encouragement of me as a newcomer.  "You won't learn by sitting down," she said to 
me at a workshop before I'd had a chance to explain that I was injured.  And we certainly 
seldom saw Jean sitting on the sidelines until the sad time when her illness forced her to 
slow down, then stop dancing 
altogether.    Judy Shillito 

Jean will be remembered for her 
beaming smile and her laughter ringing 
through the hall, her face glowing and 
eyes shining, such was her love of the 
dancing that was probably her therapy.  
On occasion she stepped in for Katy 
Sinton and taught us dances like T’filati 
– indeed, many of our dances, especially 
the Israeli ones, will always bring Jean 
to our minds.  She was encouraging, 
enthusiastic, wise and good.  She leaves 
a big gap in our midst but while we 
dance she will never be far from our 
thoughts. Robyn Holmes 

Jean absolutely loved dancing.  She was 
a caring, considerate friend.  She was 
refreshing.  A joy to be with. Anne Sigley 

 

Shirley Manaton 
Shirley was our oldest Farandol dancer but you wouldn't have known 
it because she was energy plus when you put on her favourite 
dances, 'Eleno Mome' and 'Bucimis'.  Shirley loved the Eastern 
European repertoire and travelled to many of these countries, coming 
back with wonderful tales of the concerts she saw.  Her other great 
love was Spain and flamenco dancing.  Shirley had been an 
extremely good musician in her youth and adored hearing the 

Balkan songs sung by Alastair Sinton amongst others.  My memories 
of her are many – she enriched all who knew her and though she 

was only five feet high, when she danced she uplifted us all.    Wendy Browne 

I'll remember the sparkle in Shirley's eye as she looked across the circle for someone to 
share the delight of a little extra hip thrust in Jeni Jol .  She was always ready to appreciate a 
good hug, a vigorous spin, or a Gershwin song.  I wish I'd known earlier that she was a 
pianist and a harmonica player of note, as I would like to have heard her play .   Valerie 
Wycoff 

In addition to her interest in Farandol and Balkan dances, Shirley always thought of Spain, 
and often tried to get me into a bit of flamenco at the end of the evening.   Tony Devenish 

I remember Shirley for her enthusiasm for dance and she really loved to tap her foot loudly 
to some pieces.  Sometimes she even did a bit of a flamenco and wore a flamenco skirt at 
Farandol.  She wore well-worn character dancing shoes – I guess they were her favourite for 
dancing in, although they were worn-out.    Zoe Protos 

Jean with Volker; from Farandol collection 
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I can picture Shirley on the dance floor in her 
seventies, stamping her heeled character shoes 
with gusto, exaggerating a movement then 
catching someone's eye with a cheeky grin, 
keeping up in a fast Bulgarian dance, doing extra 
turns in Salty Dog Rag – and so obviously loving it 
all. 

And I see Shirley sitting on a chair against the 
wall, rugged up in woollies, unable to join in, but 
moving her feet in time to the music and following 
us with her eyes, still swayed by the spirit of the 
dance, getting pleasure from being with fellow 
dancers and giving pleasure with her 
acknowledgement of our efforts.    Judy Shillito 

Shirley was often heard to say, "I love PEOPLE!" and 
she certainly showed this with her warm and 
affectionate nature.  Her deafness was no bar to 
her enjoying a joke or joining in with gusto to a 
fast dance. 

No gloomy funeral for Shirley, at her own request, but a party in her memory – a lovely idea, 
and totally in keeping with her way of thinking.  At the afternoon gathering in Shirley’s 
honour, a great-niece declared to me, "She was adorable!"  A fitting tribute to a warm and 
generous-minded lady who will be forever in our hearts.  Robyn Holmes 

Shirley loved people.  She was interesting, astute and mischievous.  I am glad I knew her.  
Anne Sigley 

Song For Shirley 
Written by Sue Knight for one of Shirley’s birthday parties, to be sung to the tune “If You 
Knew Susie” 

1. If you knew Shirley, like I know Shirley, 

Oh, oh, oh what a girl. 

She won’t go home without Eleno Mome,  

eh eh? what’s that dear I can’t quite hear. 

 

 3. We know no girly like our dear Shirley, 

Oh, oh, what a wee pearl. 

She’ll take you off for a Spanish coff -ee 

look here, no need to ask, it’s in the flask. 

 

2. She likes Krivata and dancing away 

to Tango Paquito and  those that let her fly 
away. 

If you knew Shirley, like I know Shirley, 

oh, oh what a girl. 

 4. But when it’s winter, she’s missing  again, 

what’s the bet she’s clicking heels in sunny 
Spain? 

If you knew Shirley, like I know Shirley, 

oh, oh what a girl! 

 

 
PHOTO: TONY DEVENISH 
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Shor tcu t  Rev is i ted  
Dear Kieron, 

I felt I had to reply to your article ‘Happiness Revisited’ in the latest F.D.N .Z. newsletter. 

I did not see any of the other productions, but was the choreographer for Auckland Theatre 
Co.’s production at Sky City in Auckland. 

Coming from an ethnic (Croatian) background myself – I felt the most important issue was 
that the dances were as authentic as possible—so with that in mind I made quite a few 
changes – especially with the Greek dance where I substituted the music for a proper 
‘Hasapikos’ – and the final scene – where the whole cast performed a Russian dance to a 
heavily edited version of ‘Kalinka’.  I’m sure you would have enjoyed it.  The women turned 
and the men did Cossack type steps !!! 

For me it was a logical step – as the costume designer had had created the most beautiful 
Russian frocks (with 10 metres around the hem)and also tied in with the heroine being 
Russian. 

It was a challenge, both musically and choreographically as I was working with actors, not 
dancers !  Finding steps that look good which actors can do is not the same as creating for 
dancers. 

Musically it was difficult – to find Russian orchestral music that was suitable and didn’t have 
huge unsustainable slow parts combined with bars so fast and furious – it was impossible to 
dance to !!! 

But we did it – and when Roger Hall saw the production – he congratulated me on the 
changes – and has incorporated them in his later versions. 

I do agree with you that folkdance and ethnic groups could have been more involved .  I was 
also disappointed that the original Havelock North group were not better acknowledged .   

However on the whole, it was a marvellous advertisement for what we all love – the joy of 
dance !! 

I thoroughly loved being a part of it and was delighted with the end production, as the cast 
did us proud.   

Yours in dance 
Marija Stanisich 

 

Danc ing On The Web  

Physical Activity 
There is a very interesting 2013 report from the UK, covering the relationship of physical 
activity and health – elements of which are very relevant to dance and which you might add 
to your advocacy, grant applications, arguments for project outcomes, etc. 

Please share with your networks:  

http://www.danz.org.nz/Downloads/PA_mentalhealthreport.pdf  

Dr.  Tania Kopytko  
Executive Director, DANZ 

http://www.danz.org.nz/Downloads/PA_mentalhealthreport.pdf
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Dance And Aging 
Earlier in the year I was approached to do an online interview by Germaine Shames.  It is 
live now and anyone who may be interested in dance and ageing can leave comments on 
the site.  There has been some great exchanges so far and more NZ input would be good.   

Look forward to seeing comments on the site Here is the shortlink: 

http://germainewrites.com/?p=948 
In dance, 

Dr Linda Ashley 

 

They Can Lock Us Ou t  Bu t  
They Won ’ t  S top  Us !  

Left: A temporary lock on the Hall door kept 
the Wellington Contra dancers from getting 
inside … but not-to-worry, they danced 
anyway!  Photo: Wellington Contra Dance 

Above right, below right: We found out the hard way 
that last year’s AGM was to start earlier than the holder 
of the door keys.  That didn’t stop work continuing on 
production of the camp video, however.  Photos by Rae 
Storey. 

 

Chr is tmas In Rur i t an ia  
Left: Margaret Hamill is performing the traditional 
Swedish ritual of Santa Lucia (the saint of light, with a 
crown of burning candles) bringing butter cookies 
and blessings to all the guests at the midwinter / 
Christmas party, at Polish House on December 1, 
2012.  We have secularized the blessings to 
Christmas wishes ...  even though Margaret herself is 
a devoted Catholic.  The Ruritanian Club has had this 
custom for close to 30 years, and only once has 
Margaret not been available to be Santa Lucia.  
Photo: Rae Storey 
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Costumes For  H ire  
FDNZ Costume Bank - folkdance.org.nz  /  members  /  costumebank 

 
Some lovely costumes were donated to the FDNZ costume bank by the Ruritanian Socie ty in 
Auckland.  Many of them were designed by Mufridah Ulmansky and sewn by Dot Otto and 
Carolyn Robinson. 

They are available to members, with the following conditions: 

 Borrowers will be responsible for timely return of item(s) in good condition. 

 A bond will be charged of up to $100 (depending on the quality and number of the items 
borrowed), to be reimbursed on return of the items in the same condition as when lent.  

 Safe transport in both directions, and the costs involved, will be the responsibility of the 
borrower. 

 A modest contribution to the costs of upkeep may be asked as a charge for borrowing, and 
this will be quoted when a request is made to borrow. 

 Costumes will be available to members only. 

Go to the website address above for photos, descriptions and how to order.  The address is 
not accessible otherwise via the website. 

 

Keep ing The Mind And Body Young 
The following was forwarded by Lynnaire: 

Fascinating research out of the US, underlining the importance of the arts in keeping the 
mind and body young and active as we age, is available on the BBC website: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-21806197 

It states that "Proponents of the arts have long argued that creative therapy can help 
ageing patients. Now, scientists have begun investigating that claim." 

It is a stimulating watch and well worth your time. 
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Pub l ica t ions  Ava i l ab le  to  FDNZ Members  
via the FDNZ Round-Robin 

The FDNZ Library currently receives four categories of material that are distributed to members by a 
round-robin system.  For the latest listing (not available on main website) go to: 

folkdance.org.nz m/ mmembers m/ 

You can join any or all of the four categories below by contacting the librarian — see p.2 for contact 
details.  The only rule is that you must pass the material on to the next person on the round-robin list 
within 7 days of when you receive it.  The material is distributed in A4 envelopes, so postage is $1.50. 

1.  Folk Dance Australia 
Footnotes newsletter (bi-monthly).  This includes a list of some events and festivals around the world.  
Available via e-mail. 

2.  Society of Folk Dance Historians (USA)  

 Report to Members (quarterly) 
 Directory (annual) 

 Folk Dance Problem Solvers (annual) 

 Indices of Problem Solvers are reproduced at 
folkdance.org.nz/articles/SoFDH_cumul_index.pdf  

The Folk Dance Problem Solvers (or limited copies of content) are available to members independently of 
the round-robin (contact John).  See the index at the link above, or contact John.  Please do not copy 
small portions out of context or without proper attribution, and please do not copy large portions without 
permission. 

From Rae: Ron Houston does an awe-inspiring job with the Problem-Solver, collecting, ordering and 
presenting in digestible form an enormous amount of fascinating information, some of it really 
illuminating.  Although this is necessarily Wikipedia rather than Encyclopaedia in completeness, 
correctness and perspective, Ron is a good scholar, and he gives all the information he has, not choosing 
just some or summarising for the sake of saving space. 

3.  National Folk Organisation (USA) 4.  NZ Association of Dance Teachers 

 Newsletter (quarterly)  Tidings (bi-monthly) 

 Directory (annual)  Directory (annual) 

  Dance Diary (bi-monthly) 

Other publications you can 
sign up for on-line 
Material from DANZ is no 
longer distributed via the 
FDNZ round-robin, because all 
is now freely available on the 
web.  You can access the 
DANZ diary, updated monthly, 
at: 
www.danz.org.nz/diary.php 

To receive a monthly email 
“alert” from DANZ that 
highlights items in the DANZ 
Diary, as well as giving some 
other news, sign up by going 
to the DANZ website. 

SOCIETY OF FOLK DANCE HISTORIANS 

transforming information into movement since 1987 

Archiving and disseminating the history and practice of 

international folk dancing 

Publishing each year (free to members): 

Folk Dance Phone Book & Group Directory 

Folk Dance Problem Solver  

Report to Members 

Contact us: 

SFDH 
2100 Rio Grande St, Austin 
TX 78705 
sofdh@yahoo.com - SFDH.org  

http://folkdance.org.nz/articles/SoFDH_cumul_index.pdf
http://www.danz.org.nz/diary.php
mailto:sofdh@yahoo.com
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Tineke And Maur i ts  Van Gee l   
Tineke van Geel is acknowledged by the international folk dance community world -wide as a 
specialist in the Caucasian dance repertoire, and dances from her collections are popular in 
NZ.  She will be accompanied by her husband, Maurits Van Geel, who is also a folk dance 
instructor and choreographer.  Tineke brings many years of expertise, teaching folk dance in 
many countries around the world. 

Her teaching skills are part of her worldwide success and they are combined with a vast 
local knowledge of Armenian dance and culture.   

Tineke van Geel 
Tineke has been active as a folk dance teacher since 1975 and visits Armenia from 1985 
with great regularity.  She received scholarships from the Dutch government, attended 
classes at the Choreographic School and at the Pedagogical Institute in Yerevan and trained 
with several amateur groups.  In addition she has done extensive field research and received 
an award of the Armenian government for being “Ambassador of the Armenian dance and 
culture’. 

In Armenia there is a strong distinction between the teachers and groups that do traditional 
dances (azgakragan) and groups that abstract folk dances for stage purposes. 

As a non-Armenian, she is the only dance teacher who has gained access to both camps.  
She has been regularly interviewed on Armenian television and is frequently recognized on 
the street as "the Dutch lady who speaks Armenian and dances our dances".  

Since 1989 Tineke produces CDs with Armenian music under her own label, Van Geel 
Records and worked with musicians from Armenia.  Thus she has excellent sound recordings 
of dances that often have never been recorded. 

She has taught in 15 European countries and worked as guest teacher in the United States, 
Canada, Australia, Indonesia, Taiwan, Singapore, Hong Kong and Japan. 

Tineke is known as an outstanding pedagogue, spirited and cheerful while one feels her 
deep commitment to the Armenian people and culture in the background information she 
offers in her classes. 

Tineke also organizes dance and culture tours to Armenia. 

Maurits van Geel  
Maurits van Geel has been active since 1975 as a dance teacher and choreographer .  

Besides numerous workshops International Folk Dance, he has taught his specialty 
Appalachian clogging.  He was visiting professor at the Rotterdam Dance Academy and 
dance consultant in Amsterdam. 

From 1989 to January 2011 he worked as artistic director of Het Internationaal Danstheater 
in Amsterdam.  He was responsible for the annual changing dance productions of this 
professional group and has a "legacy" of 47 theatre productions. 

An important part of his work consisted of dance research, because the programs of Het 
Internationaal Danstheater present dances from different parts of the world, based on this 
field research. 
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As a result he visited the Caucasus several times and became acquainted with the rich 
culture and dances from this area.  Regions and countries such as Ossetia, Dagestan, 
Cherkessia, Ajaria and Georgia are addressed in the dance program he compiled.  

About Caucasian dances 
The Caucasus includes the area between the Black Sea and Caspian Sea and embodies 
since time immemorial a crossroad of cultures, religions and languages.  This area was part 
of the Silk Road, where famous conquerors as Mongol leader Dzenghis Khan and Alexander 
the Great put their footprints.  There are more than 50 different nations.  Caucasian dances 
are executed as solo dance, couple dance and as a group in circle or line formation.  They 
can range from lyrical and graceful to powerful and masculine.  The music is often a strong 
point and we see the intense emotions of the tribes and nations in the Caucasus translated 
into dance often executed with arm movements.  Therefore, some dance experience and 
knowledge of basic steps is recommended. 

Learn these beautiful and vibrant dances from the experts! 

Check out www.tinekevangeel.nl for further information 

When and Where 
Hamilton: Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 November (see flyer on page 24) 

Saturday 9.00am-4.30pm – Venue St Stephens Hall 2 Mahoe St Hamilton 

Sunday 9.00am-12.00pm – Venue St Peters Scout Hall Lorne St Hamilton 

Fee [if fee received by 25 October] Full workshop $55 [incl. evening party] 

Saturday only $50 – Sunday only $25 – late registration add $10 

Registration by 25 October essential for catering purposes 

Forms available from dancefolkus  @ slingshot.co.nz / folkdance.org.nz 

Christchurch: 8 to 10 November (Friday evening, Saturday, Sunday morning) 

Details, including the price, will be available nearer the time. Numbers will have to be 
limited as our venues are quite small, and priority will be given to locals. However, if you 
live further afield and would be interested, please get in touch. 

Katy Sinton (03) 357-9322, e-mail: Farandol  @  GMX.net. 

CD, DVD and Notations 

Advance orders only:  
Please advise workshop organisers as soon as possible if you would like copies.  

CD / DVD and notations will be available if pre-ordered. Prices to be confirmed. 

http://www.tinekevangeel.nl/
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Go Danc ing !  –  C l asses and Group Contac ts   
This information has been reproduced from the FDNZ Folk Dance Directory at 
folkdance.org.nz , which is updated regularly.  If it contains errors please let the editor know 
(see page 2 for contact details). 

Dunedin 
“Les Bel les Vilaines”: French 
dancing and beyond 
Community dance workshops every 
second Sunday of each month at the Nga 
Maara Hall, 63 North Road, Dunedin 
(Sacred Heart school hall). See the 
schedule at frenchdancing.co.nz  

Suitable for people without dancing 
experience.  It will give you an impression 
of the diversity of French dances. 
Everybody can participate.  No dancing 
experience, no dance partner required.  No 
special clothes or shoes necessary. 

Try to convince husbands and partners … 
Good luck! 

Performance group "Les Belles Vilaines" - 
practice Wednesdays 7pm to 9pm at the 
Nga Maara Hall. 

Tutor: Kate Grace – Kate is French, arriving 
in Dunedin in 1995.  She recently went 
back to France for a 3-year stay where she 
attended many workshops and festivals of 
traditional music and dance. 

Contact: ph: (03)473-6488, 
Mob: 027 26 399 39, 
email: kategrace  @  clear.net.nz 

 
www.songbong.co.nz 

drums  @  songbong.co.nz 

African Dance 
Forget about regular aerobic classes, gym 
memberships or exercise balls.  If you are 
in the know, then the way to get fit and 
have fun at the same time is to try African 
dance! 

The dances taught are from West Africa: 
Guinea, Mali, Ghana, Senegal and other 
countries.  Dances used in their context for 
celebrations or special events.  No 
experience required.  Comfortable clothing 
(bare feet or light shoes) 

Powerful live drumming!  – Kate and 
David Grace – Monthly African dance 
week-end workshops with Ra McRostie.  
Go to the SongBong website for details: 
www.songbong.co.nz – or contact 
(03)473-6488 or Mob: 027 26 399 39 

Folk Dancing for Fun 
Meets socially on Friday mornings 
10:00am-11:30am, all welcome.  Cost: 
$3.00 

Where: Baptist Church Hall 170 North 
Road, North East Valley, Dunedin 

Contact: Phone Yvonne Reid, (03)455-2406, 
Email: stureid1  .@  yahoo.co.nz 

Dunedin Contradance Group 
Dunedin Contradance Group (American 
folk dance) meets every Monday (except 
long weekends) at 7.30pm in the North 
East Valley Baptist Church Hall, North Rd, 
North East Valley.  All welcome.  Contact 
Bernadette Moroney, (03) 477-1623, e-mail: 
bberry  @  xtra.co.nz. 

 
Irish Beat Dance School under the 
direction of Kathryn Olcott.  Classes for 
ages 5 to adult in traditional Irish Step and 
Set Dancing- reels, jigs and ceili dances. 

Daily classes in an environment where 
students are encouraged, challenged and 
motivated to excel while developing an 
appreciation of Irish dancing, culture and 

http://folkdance.org.nz/
http://frenchdancing.co.nz/
http://www.songbong.co.nz/
http://www.songbong.co.nz/


 September 2013   

 17  

heritage in an atmosphere that is relaxed, 
supportive and fun. 

Dancing in the spirit of community 
fellowship is of utmost importance and the 
Irish BeatMaster performance groups are 
known for upbeat performances allowing 
dancers to use their creativity and skills to 
the level that suits their ability and 
compliments fellow classmates. 

Studio: King Edward Court, Room 214, 
Stuart Street, Dunedin.  027 572-8311 

Contact: Kathryn Olcott (03) 472-8311, e-
mail: irishbeatdance  @  gmail.com 

 
Christchurch 
International Folkdance 
The Farandol Folkdancers do dances 
from a variety of countries but specialise 
in those from the Balkan region.  They 
meet 7:30pm until 9:30pm Fridays (except 
public holidays).  First visit free, thereafter 
$2.00.  Location: Somerfield Community 
Centre, 27 Studholme Street, Christchurch 

* NOTE: Anyone coming to Farandol for 
the first time or visiting should check 
where we are meeting in case these plans 
have changed. 

Phone Katy and Alastair Sinton 
(03) 357-9322.  
Website: farandol.folkdance.org.nz 
E-mail: Farandol  @  GMX.net. 

Morris Dancing 
Nor’ West Arch Morris — contact Anne and 
Rhys on (03)960-2656, or e-mail: 
anneandrhys  @  .clear.net.nz.  See their 
website: www.freewebs.com/norwesta 

Contra Dance (American folk dance)  
Held first Saturday of each month.  All 
welcome. 

7:00pm – Learners workshop. 

7:30 pm onwards – social dancing and 
fun 

No Experience Needed!  No Partners 
Needed! 

All Dances Taught!  Easy and Lots of Fun! 

Cost: Only $5 (interested in playing music 
or calling – get in free!)  Please bring a 
supper plate to share. 

Where: Addington School Hall (Simeon St.  
and Brougham Rd. – enter off Simeon St.) 

Contact: Bill Baritompa, (03)328-8985, 
e-mail: bill.baritompa  .@  gmail.com 

Go to contra.baritompa.com for more 
about the dances and other events. 

 
Wellington 
International Dancing Group 
The WIDG meets Wednesdays, 7:30 – 9:15 
pm, at the Tarrant Dance Studio, 1st Floor, 
125 Cuba Street, Wellington (near the top 
end of the mall). 

Greek, Turkish, Israeli, Romanian, 
Bulgarian, Mexican and many other folk 
dances are performed with lots of laughter 
and energy.  Dances are taught most 
weeks by Sonia Petrie, or led by other 
experienced members of the group.  
Newcomers are very welcome and will be 
able to join in most dances.  Partners are 
not required.  Wear casual, light-weight 
clothes and comfortable shoes (no high 
heels) suitable for quick, vigorous 
movement. 
Contact: Sonia Petrie 
o3sonde  @  yahoo.co.nz. 

Term timetable: Term 4: 17 July-28 Aug, 
Term 5: 4 Sept-16 Oct, Term 6: 23 Oct-
4 Dec  

Cost per 10-week term is $40 waged, $25 
unwaged, or $8 per class for waged and 
$5 per class for unwaged. 

Subscribe to regional and national e-mail lists – danz.org.nz/nzdancenews.php  

Pacific Dance New Zealand directory: pacificdance.co.nz 

http://farandol.folkdance.org.nz/
http://farandol.folkdance.org.nz/
http://www.freewebs.com/norwesta
http://contra.baritompa.com/
http://www.danz.org.nz/nzdancenews.php
http://pacificdance.co.nz/directory.php
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Folk dance classes for adults  
European folk dances suitable for 
beginners through to advanced dancers. 

When: Saturday of term time 1:00pm – 
2:00pm 

Where: Hayley Johnson Academy Of 
Dancing, 205 Main Road Tawa 

Cost: $10 per session 

Please contact Neroli Hunt on 
04 234-6651 or email 
missnhunt  @  talk21.com 

We warmly welcome you to come and join 
us! 

Other Dance Communities  in 
Wellington 
Israeli: groups meet Mondays.  Go to the 
groups page at macholpacifica.org.nz 

Contra dancing – for 2013 calendar watch 
mlsavage0.tripod.com/contra/ See notice 
on page 22 – or contact: Mark at 
(04) 299-1136 for additional details if 
needed, e-mail: 
mlsavage  @  paradise.net.nz. 

Greek: Wellington Hellenic Dancers — 
contact Joanna Matsis (04)388-4559 or 
(025)884-557, 
E-mail: Joanna_ms  @  hotmail.com. 

Irish: Wellington Irish Society — contact Sue 
Ikin (04)478-4160, 
E-mail: s.ikin  @  clear.net.nz 

Polish: The Lublin Dance Company, 
manager: Leszek Lendnal.  Postal Address: 
26 Domanski Crescent, Island Bay, 
Wellington 6023.  Phone: (04)494-2504 or 
(021)383 958  E-mail:  
leszek.lendnal  @ gmail.com 

Scottish: see the Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society website: 
rscds.wellington.net.nz 

Wellington Folk Club — Contact Ruth 
Birnie (04)232-2346, 
E-mail: ruth.birnie  ,@  paradise.net.nz, 
Website: www.acousticroutes.org.nz 

 

Palmerston North 
The Hellenic Folk-Dancers (in recess) 
contact Gina Salapata (06)356-9099 ext.  
7273 (day) 359-1157 (after hours), 
G.Salapata  ,@  massey.ac.nz. 

 
New Plymouth 
Troika International dance group meets to 
practice for performances, and runs 
beginners’ classes from time to time.  
Contact Leonard or Corry Krook 
(06)753-3675.  
E-mail: krookodile  @ ,  clear.net.nz 

 
Hawke’s Bay 
International Folk Dance 
Thursday sessions 7:15pm – 9:00pm at the 
Briar Horrocks studio, Murdoch Road, 
Akina, Hastings.  Cost: $3 per session.  
Tutors: 

 Cleone Cawood, ph.+64(6)877-5060, 
e-mail: ccawood  @  xtra.co.nz 

 Elaine Prakash, ph.  +64(6)877-2277, e-
mail: elaineprakash  @  slingshot.co.nz 

Learn the latest popular dances from Israel 
and traditional dances from North 
America, Russia, UK, Europe, Asia, the 
Balkans and the Middle East. 

International and Israeli dancing 
Thursdays: Ma Navu group, 9:30am to 
11:30am, Hastings Baptist Hall, Karamu Rd 
South, Hastings. 

Monday Evenings: Simchat Rikudam 
7:00pm–10:00pm, Pakowhai Hall, opposite 
the Pakowhai Store. 

Contact: Joanne Perry, ph: (06)878-8870, 
randjperry .   @  vodafone.co.nz 

Circle Dancing 
1st Wednesday of the month from February 
to November at St Francis Church, Beach 
Rd, Haumoana, Hawkes Bay, from 7.30 to 
9.00p.m. Cost is a gold coin. 

Contact: Margaret Gwynn, ph. 06-835-2122 
email gwynn .@ paradise.net.nz 

http://www.macholpacifica.org.nz/
http://mlsavage0.tripod.com/contra/
http://rscds.wellington.net.nz/
http://www.acousticroutes.org.nz/
mailto:elaineprakash@slingshot.co.nz
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Circle dancing is a simple form of dance 
using a small sequence of steps repeated 
many times. It draws on folk dances and 
modern dances created to classical music. 
Dances can be energetic or meditative. No 
partner is needed. 

 
Tauranga 
“Athena” Greek Dance, 
Gate Pa School Hall, 900 Cameron Road, 
Tauranga.  Contact: Gabrielle Johnston 
gabemail2 .@ hotmail.com, ph. 
(07)543-3229, for more detail. 

Tauranga Israeli Group meets Tuesdays 
7:00pm – 9:30pm in the Gate Pa School 
Hall, 900 Cameron Road, Tauranga.  
Contact Maria Berben, ph.  (07) 544-1680, 
email: windrush  .@  xtra.co.nz. 

 
Hamilton 
“Dance Folkus” — International Folk Dance 
classes and Folk Dance Parties (see page 
22).  Meets Thursday evenings, 7:30pm in 
St.  Stephen's Hall, 2 Mahoe Street, 
Melville, Hamilton.  Special courses and 
events – go to folkdance.org.nz for latest 
details: 

17 October to 21 November – Folk Dances 
from behind the 'old' Iron Curtain – From 
the west to the east of the old Soviet bloc 

countries – with a special focus on dances 
from Armenia with Tineke & Maurits Van 
Geel. 

2-3 November (special weekend event!) – 
Armenian & Caucasian Dances with 
Tineke and Maurits van Geel 

Saturday, 2 November, 7:30pm – 
Caucasian Café 

Saturday, 30 November – End-of-year 
dance with Tamlin 

Tutor: Fiona Murdoch, e-mail: 
dancefolkus  @ .  slingshot.co.nz or 
ph: (07)856 8324 for course details. 

Visitors welcome by arrangement 

Hamilton Israeli Dance Group — meets 
Mondays and Thursdays, 7:30 — 9:30pm.  
Tutor: Raymond Matson Ph: (07)855-7829. 

 
Whangarei 
International folk dancing with Global 
Dance Whangarei, 7.30pm – 9.30pm every 
Monday evening, with dances from: Israel, 
Bulgaria, Romania, Greece, Former 
Yugoslavia (Macedonia, Serbian) – 
Onerahi Community Hall, Onerahi, 
Whangarei.  The cost is $4 per evening.  
Tea/coffee provided.  Contact: Elizabeth 
Staats, ph.  (09) 436-0819, e-mail: 
ingostaats  @  clear.net.nz. 

 
Ruritanian International Folk Dance Club  – Auckland 
This Club holds dance parties and workshops, approximately one event per month, between 
February and November.  For information: 

 See the quarterly “Ruritanian Roundabout” for coming events and news  

 Go to their Website: ruritanians.folkdance.org.nz 

 Go to the Folk Dancing directory at folkdance.org.nz and look at the Coming Events page.  
(Scroll down until you get to the Regional Events section). 

 Contact Rae Storey: ph.  (09) 524-9504, E-mail: rstorey  @  .ihug.co.nz. 

Auckland Weekly International Folkdance Classes 
Day Location Time Contact  

Monday  International Folk Dance 
St Paul’s Church, 12 St Vincent 
Ave, Remuera 

9:30am - 12noon Rae Storey  
Ph: 524-9504  
rstorey  @  ihug.co.nz 

http://ruritanians.folkdance.org.nz/
http://folkdance.org.nz/events.html
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Auckland Weekly International Folkdance Classes 
Day Location Time Contact  

Wednesday 
(usually - 
please confirm 
before 
coming) 

Israeli Dancing, Maayan Group 
Beth Shalom, 180 Manukau Rd., 
Epsom. 

7:00pm - 9:00pm 
Beginners by 
prior 
arrangement 
6:30pm 

Jennifer Gottschalk  
Ph: 480-4330 
jennygo .@ complus.co.nz 

Thursday Renaissance Dancing 7.30pm - 9.30pm Katherine Davies  
Ph: 482-4399 
katherine.may.davies  @  gmail.com 

alternates between Birkdale Community House, 134 Birkdale Rd and 
Studio 3, City Dance, 260 Queen St. 

For more information about the Society for Creative Anachronism: 
ildhafn.sca.org.nz/dance_city 

Friday International Folk Dancing 
St Paul’s Church, 12 St Vincent 
Ave, Remuera 

9:30am - 12noon Rae Storey 
Ph: 524-9504  
rstorey  @  ihug.co.nz 

Friday 
 

IFD incl.  Chinese & Taiwanese 
St.  John Ambulance Hall, 590 
Pakuranga Rd., Highland Park 

1.00pm - 3.30pm 
No break over 
holiday period 

Julia Wei 
Ph: 537-4059 
jna_nz @ yahoo.com 

Saturday International Folk Dancing 
Check for dates, venue, etc. 

(Class times on 
application) 

Ruth Ames 
Ph: 027-6261733 
ruth_a  @  clear.net.nz 

Monthly classes and events – see page 22 

Specialist Ethnic Dancing  – Auckland 
There are a number of teachers and groups who provide specialist ethnic dancing in classes , 
parties, or for performance.  Among these are: 

Auckland Dutch Dancers: group meets on Thursday 7.30pm – 9.30pm in Holland House, 123 
Rockfield Rd, Penrose, Auckland.  Contact: Jose Harris jose  @ . harris.net.nz, 09-6317316 

Bulgarian Roses: contact Sonya Arabadzhieva, e-mail: arabajieva  _sonya  @  yahoo.com – 
website: www.bgroses.org 

Early Dance: Monthly on the last Friday, 8.00pm at St John the Baptist Anglican Church Hall, 
47 Church St, Northcote.  Cost: $5.  Contact Karen Vernon, plantagenet  @ .  vodafone.co.nz – 
website: englishcountrydance.org.nz 

English Dancing: Monthly on the 2nd Friday (except January), 8.00pm at St John the Baptist 
Anglican Church Hall, 47 Church St, Northcote.  Cost: $4.  Contact Beth Harris (09)445-9386, 
e-mail: bethharris51  @  hotmail.com – website: englishcountrydance.org.nz 

French: Performing group rehearses Tuesday mornings.  No recreational class.  Rae Storey, 
(09)524-9504. 

Greek: Contact Denny Wood: 021-0530-338, e-mail: dennywood  @  clear.net.nz. 

Irish Set Dancing: Monthly on 1st and 2nd Thursdays of each month (except January), at the 
Auckland Irish Society and Rocky Nook Bowling Club, Fowlds Park, Mt Albert.  Contact: 
Alison Lowe & Fred Carr, (09)479-5467. 

Israeli: Maayan Israeli Dance Group meets Wednesdays 7pm in Epsom.  Contact Jennifer 
Gottschalk ph: (09) 480-4330, jennygo  .@ complus.co.nz 

http://ildhafn.sca.org.nz/dance_city
mailto:jose@harris.net.nz
http://www.englishcountrydance.org.nz/
http://www.englishcountrydance.org.nz/
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Morris, Rapper, etc: Contact Andy Smith, 361-2133, E-mail: andysmith  @  clear.net.nz. 

Russian, Ukrainian, Gypsy and other European character dance : Russian classical barre, 
character barre: Kalina Dance School, in recess for a few months.  Please check 
folkdance.org.nz for updates.  Contact (09)526-7260 or (021)0396594.  E-mail: 
cossak  @  clear.net.nz 

Welsh: contact Paul Carter, phone: (09) 817-7369 or Derek & Louise Williams, ph.  
(09) 833-4177, E-mail: louiseawil  @ .   gmail.com 

Several ethnic societies have dance groups, including the Danes, the Dutch, and the 
Dalmatian Cultural Society.  Some of these welcome visitors to dance with them on certain 
evenings. 

 

I n terna t iona l  Events 
The following events have been attended by New Zealanders and 
have earned a recommendation.  Rather than compile and print yet 
another list of international events, the following better options are 
suggested… 

 Contact the librarian (see page 2) for the 
latest Footnotes magazine, or find it on the 
FDA website, folkdanceaustralia.org.au 

 Make sure your e-mail address is with the 
FDNZ membership secretary (see page 2) 
to receive notices from other members 

 Join the CID distribution list at cid-unesco.org. 

 Join the World Folklore list at 
groups.yahoo.com/group/World_Folklore/ — for 
which you’ll also need to set up a Yahoo Groups 
identity. 

 Try www.topsitelists.com/world/World_Folklore/ 

For events in Australia:  See the FDA website: 
folkdanceaustralia.org.au  

New Prague Dance Festival 2014  
NPDF is knocking on the door and we are 
ready again to welcome you in Prague. 

This year our 18th edition will be held from 5th 
to 11th of July. 

Do not hesitate to see our program, price, information about accommodation, trips, 
workshops, prizes etc. on our updated web: www.praguedancefestival.cz 

You can register online on our web, there is the registration form on the left side of the main 
page.  

New people, new experiences, new friends are waiting for you. The program is full of dance 
performances, dance lessons, trips, sightseeings and friends from all over the World.  

Looking forward to hearing from you Best regards, 

David Pospisil - director, Jana Zarybnicka - asisstant of the director and the whole NPDF team 

http://folkdanceaustralia.org.au/
http://www.cid-unesco.org/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/World_Folklore/
http://www.topsitelists.com/world/World_Folklore/
http://folkdanceaustralia.org.au/
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Coming Events  
 

Special Events Hamilton 
Contact: Fiona Murdoch, e-mail: dancefolkus  @ .  slingshot.co.nz or ph: (07)856 8324 for 
details. 

2-3 November (special weekend event!) Armenian & Caucasian Dances with Tineke and 
Maurits van Geel - details on page 14 

Saturday, 2 November, 7:30pm Caucasian Café 

Saturday, 30 November End-of-year dance with Tamlin 
 

Monthly Events Auckland and Northland 
1st 2nd 3rd 
Thursdays 
8:00pm – 10:00pm 

Irish Set Dancing Rocky Nook Bowling Club, Fowlds Park, Mt.  
AlbertIrish Club, 29 Great North Rd., Auckland City (near the Ponsonby 
Rd.  intersection).  Contact: Alison Lowe and Fred Carr, ph.  
(09)479-5467.  No gatherings in January. 

Monthly: 1st Friday 
6:30pm – 9:30pm 

Folklore Chileno Latino – food, music and dance from South America 
and Spain – networking evening, buy & sell – try South American & 
Spanish dishes; soft drinks, tea, coffee available.  Cost: $10, children 
under 12 free.  Where: Auckland Polish Society, 1 McDonald Street, 
Morningside.  Contact: Ana-Maria de Vos, tel.  (09)638-6771, e-mail: 
anamaria.devos  @  clear.net.nz  

2nd Friday 
7:30pm  

English Folk Dancing Venue: St John The Baptist Anglican Church Hall, 
47 Church St, Northcote.  Cost: $5.  Contact: Beth Harris ph.  (09)445-
9386, e-mail: bethharris51  @ .   hotmail.com, Aileen Stead, (09)418-1578. 

3rd Saturday 
7:00pm 

Céilí  @  Mangonui An informal céilí with an emphasis on the enjoyment 
of Celtic and folk music and dance.  Venue: Mangonui Hall (across 
from wharf).  Contacts: Jill Freeman ph.  (09)406-0969, Jax Pellett ph.  
(09)406-2222, Fiona McGrory ph.  (09)406-0254. 

Last Friday 
8:00pm  

Early Dance: in St.  John The Baptist Anglican Church Hall, 47 Church 
St, Northcote.  Cost: $7.  Contact: Karen Vernon, ph.  (09)419-2429; 
plantagenet @ .vodafone.co.nz 

 

Monthly Events Wellington 

1st Saturday of 
Month 
7:30pm to 
10:30pm 

5th October 

2nd November 

7th December 

Contra Dances: with band Chi ll i  Jam, cal led 
by Cashy Yates 
Cost: Waged $15, unwaged $10, children at school 
$5, family $30; contribution for shared supper. 
Season tickets also available. 

Venue: St Michael’s Church Hall (behind the 
church) in Kelburn Village (corner of Upland Road 
and St.  Michael’s Crescent). 

Contact: Bernard Wells, phone (04)476-3409, mobile (021)249-5680, 
e-mail: bcwells@xtra.co.nz 

mailto:bcwells@xtra.co.nz
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Monthly Events Wellington 

 

Contra dancing is usually danced in opposite facing lines.  The 
dancers swap partners progressively through the dance so everyone 
meets and dances with everyone in their opposite line.  The steps 
are easy walking steps and involve simple figures (do-si-do, balance 
& swing, circles, and stars).  Dancers of all ages and ranges of 
ability, from complete beginner to highly experienced, join in the fun.  
It is a great way to meet people. 

There will be a supper — if you bring it!  We provide water, tea and 
coffee.  Bring a plate and maybe a cold drink as you will get very 
hot and thirsty. 

Note: there is an acoustic jam session every second Sunday from 2 – 4 pm at 
the Karori Park Café (“Revive”).  Come to listen, or bring an instrument and 
play along! 

Chilli Jam is:   

James, Luciana — fiddle 
Bernard — mandolin, flute, guitar, keyboard, banjo, guitar, 
bass 
Mark — hammer dulcimer, mandolin, guitar, keyboards 
Jonathan – accordion, piano 

Celia — harp 
Simon — double bass, mandolin, guitar, 
accordion 
Vanya — flute 
Ben McNulty — guitar 

25 - 28 October Wellington Folk Festival  
This year features a full programme of dance workshops, a Ceildh, and plenty 
of live music to just dance to!  
Programme to be confirmed shortly at www.wellingtonfolkfestival.org.nz. 
Where: Brookfield Outdoor Education Centre, Wainuiomata.  

FDNZ Regiona l  Con tac ts  
Region Telephone E-mail 

Otago / Southland (03) 473 6488+64 27 26 399 39 
Kate Grace (Dunedin) 

kategrace  @  clear.net.nz 

Canterbury (03) 942 4218, Volker Kuhlmann 
(Christchurch) 

VolkerKuhlmann  @  gmx.de 

Wellington / Kapiti (04) 972-4674  
Kieron Horide-Hobley (Wellington) 

horidek  @  actrix.co.nz 

Taranaki (06) 753-3675 
Corry and Leonard Krook (New Plymouth) 

leonardkrook  @ .  hotmail.co.nz 

Hawke’s Bay (06)877-5060 
Cleone Cawood (Havelock North) 

ccawood  @  xtra.co.nz 

Waikato, Bay of 
Plenty 

(07) 843-7127  
Fiona Murdoch (Hamilton) 

Fionamurdoch  @  slingshot.co.nz 

 (07) 855-7829 
Raymond Matson (Hamilton)  

 

Auckland / Northland (09) 524-9504 Rae Storey (Auckland) rstorey  @  ihug.co.nz 

General Inquiries (06) 877-6535 Lynnaire Nugent lanugent  @  orcon.net.nz 
 

http://www.wellingtonfolkfestival.org.nz/
mailto:ccawood@xtra.co.nz
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